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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Background

The Tynedale Archaeology Group has been conducting atéomgstudy of the

I NOKIF S2ft 238 2F GKS I NBI AYYSRABejoSdtie {2
Wall: Edges Green Projeist a part of this endeavour and is a ydamg stud/
supported with funds from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Northumberland
National Park Authority. The project has produced an Interim Reports and a Final
Report, calledEdges Green Landscape Survey

This deslbased study forms part of the final outmibf the Edges Green study as a
stand-alone element and seeks to provide the broad historical and archaeological
background that helped to shape the Edges Green environment over the last 10,000
years.

A small team was set up to conduct this work that coisgd Roger Owen, Ralph
Wrighton, Michael Hall, Lynne Bridgett and Derek Gunby. Other members of the
Tynedale Archaeology Group also assisted and provided support. Any errors are down
to the team involved.

1.2 Location
The Map below shows Edges Greengg@adot) situated within the North east Region,
close to the border with Cumbria and Scotland some 20 miles to the North West.

Fig. 1 Edges Green within the NeBhst region

The Map below (Fig. 2) shows Edges Green in its more immediate surrouridiegs.
South Tyne and road and rail routes are shown at the base of the map and indicate
the proximity of Edges Green to important wesdst routes that have always
proceeded through the Tyne Gap.
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Fig. 2 Edges Green in its West Tynedale Se';ting
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The site is also located within the Northumberland National Park, marked as a yellow

02dzy RENE Ay (GKS YIFLI 1020S® | FRNAFYyQa 21 ff

9R3ISa DNBSYy Aa ¢Sttt ylIYSR Ia AG Otheg/ 0S
edge of the Tyne Valley, between the more sheltered and better farming land of the
valley and the more difficult and inhospitable upland above 300 metres. In farming
terms therefore, it is a marginal upland area.

In historical terms Edges Green camdeen as part of a border zone that has always
been between different and often competing entities. In the Iron Age Edges Green
was on the edge of the Brigantes territory and very near to that of the Selgovae to the
west. In the Roman era, Edges Green washe very edge of the Roman Empire and
later as new AngkSaxon kingdoms emerged it was situated on the edge of the
Kingdom of Bernicia. For a short period, during the height of the power of the early
Northumberland kings, it could be said to have odedpa more central location
within the enlarged kingdom. However, after the Norman Conquest, it resumed as a
border zone between England and Scotland and was for two centuries ruled by
Scottish kings with the agreement of the English kings, and thereafifered
centuries of raiding and conflict, either due to Scottish/English strife or from border
reivers. In more settled, modern times Edges Green has been part of Northumberland
County but very close to Cumberland County, now currently Cumbria.

In socid and cultural terms in can be seen as marginal and peripheral to the main
centres of power throughout most of written history. However, in prehistory this
picture is not so clear. Such areas have had little serious archaeological research to

6
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date, a facthat this study seeks to address. Peripheral and marginal it may be but it
too has a hidden history that can tell us more about life in such upland areas of
northern Britain through the ages.

1.3  Source Material

The source material for this report is aexd from researching relevant documents,
maps, books, periodicals and reports. Some investigation of primary sources was
undertaken from maps and documents held in the Northumberland County Archives
at Woodhorn, Ashington. Their assistance is greatly eppted. The Local Studies
section of Hexham Library was also used and their assistance is also acknowledged.

A large amount of material can be accessed from the internet and considerable time
has gone into trawling the internet for relevant informatioextracts of books and
journal articles.

Edges Green and its immediate locality has not been subject to previous research of
this kind so it is not possible to review previous work. However, there have been a
number of studies that have a basic relevancethe wider area, such as the
Northumberland National Park or Northumberland generally and use has been made
of these.

1.4  Structure of the Report

Following this Introduction the report is divided into five further chapters. Chapter 2
sets the Natural Latscape background, covering geology, soils, climate, vegetation
and topography. Chapters@provide the story of human activity in the Edges Green
area that is within an approximate zone of five kilometres, although reference may be
made to specific sitefurther away if they relate particularly to Edges Green. The
material is divided into the traditional periods, commencing with the first hunter
gatherers who came to the Tyne Valley and ending in the modern industrial age.



Chapter 2 The Natural Landspe
2.1 The Geology of Edges Green

2.1.1 Geological History

The geological story for our area can be said to start some 420 million years ago in a

very different latitude and era when much of what is now Britain was located, close

to the equator. Duringhis Silurian era the Old Red Sandstone Continent was formed

and in that process a major igneous event gave rise to the Cheviot massif. This dome

was then subject to considerable erosion over time and radial faults appeared,

creating created channelsal@n ¢ KA OK NA GSNE g2dzZ R I G§SNJ NHzy
distinctive radial drainage pattern. These channels also brought materials into massive

deltas that would later form part of the subsequent sedimentary succession that

underlay Edges Green.

Much of the landscape of Edges Green owes its origins to the Carboniferous period
some 350 million years ago when successive changes in sea level, caused layers of
sedimentary material to be laid down in warm seas and river beds. In times when the
sea level was loar or on land not then submerged, or partially submerged, large
forests formed, later to be inundated and to form yet further sediments of rock.

A new event, some 300 million years ago led to a thick layer of igneous material,

dolerite, being laid undergund between sedimentary rocks. This hard material was
f1GSNJ SELR&ASRE o6& GAfdAY3a YR SNRaA2ys G2
flryRAOFKLIS FSIFGdzNBaAX (GKS DNBIG 2KAY {Affod ¢
was built, is more resistant thahe surrounding Carboniferous rocks, and runs as a

narrow, rolling westkast ridge north of the Tyne valley before turning nerth
SraidselNRa 6FryR | gle FNRBY (GKS 2Fffod ¢KS R2
Causeway in Northern Ireland, formed hgonal columns, which can be seen in

exposures such as those at Cawfields quarry near Haltwhistle. (Martin and Farmer,

2007)

The final, influential phase of geology is the Ice Age, which commenced some 2.6
million years ago and ended from 18,000 years. dd@ primary impact of the Ice Age
upon the landscape has been the deposit of a layer of soft material on top of the
sedimentary rocks, known variously as Boulder Clay or, more recently, as Glacial Till,
made up of clay, sand, gravel and boulders. Thisfaaned by the grinding action of

the ice sheets upon the older rocks and their subsequent churamd he final phase

of ice activity occurred as the ice retreated leaving mounds of deposits, known as
drumlins, forming the smaller rounded hills seerthe Edges Green vicinity and the
melt waters of glaciers forming some deep channels or nicks in the landscape, such as
that formed in the valley of the Pont Gallon Burn close the Edges Green Farms.

In more comparatively recent times an additional layerpeft material has been
created in many upland areas and within Edges Green. Paatasnpact brownish
deposit of partially decomposed vegetable matter, usually saturated with water that
arose from the decomposition of the large, pagacial forests thadriginally covered
much of upland Britain.



2.1.2 Solid Geology

Figure 3 below shows the bedrock geology of the broader area around Edges Green,
from Haltwhistle in the south to Greenlee Lough in the east. The study area is situated
north of Cawburn.

Fig. 3 Bedrock Geology of Edges Green

Bedrock geology

LIMESTONE

LIMESTONE, SANDSTONE, SILTSTONE AND
MUDSTONE

By MICROGABERO
[y MUDSTONE, SANDSTONE AND LIMESTONE Tmrr.gra’non'

I QuaRTZ-MICROGABERO

Tow, House
SANDSTONE

'
Bardon Mill

Haltwhistle Me kridge

Aillimo

SourceRunoff Management Plan; Haltwhistle Burn Catchment, Starkey etc (2014)

Figure 4 provides a more detailed illustration of the solid geology of the Edges Green
area with the sandstones depicted in brown ar timestones and mudstones in
pale blues. The Whin Sill is situated just to the south and is off map.

Fig. 4 Edges Green Solid Geology (detail)

P b

Detail from the Bellingham Solid Geology Map (British Geology Survey)

The sequence described above dfatient layers of sedimentary rock is known as a
cyclothem and Edges Green is a very good example of landscape that derives from
Carboniferous cyclothems. The sequence of rocks tends to be limestone (formed from
the skeletons of countless millions of tisga creatures), sandstones (formed from
sand particles and other minerals), shales and mudstones (formed from clays and mud
9



deposits from rivers and lakes) and coal measures, (derived from metamorphosed
vegetation deposits). Sedimentary rocks are laidarnzontal strata but become tilted

and buckled by earth movements. The cyclothems seen in Edges Green are the result
of the tilting that exposes the layers to erosion at differing rates, depending upon the
degree of hardness of the rock. The harder rockaridstone tends to emerge as a
series of stony outcrops across the landscape. The limestones, shale and coal seams
generally lie below the surface, sometimes exposed in river beds.

The coal seams (from the Middle Limestone and Scremerston Coal Grodpslyury

the Edges Green area are generally thin and have not been greatly exploited. However,
there has been some mining activity both to the north at Robin Rock and to the west
in the Wallshield area. The limestone has been quarried at times in smattiges

There is evidence of limestone burning in local kilns. The local building material tends
to be sandstone.

2.1.3 Surface Geology

The surface geology is essentially the predominant soils that usually lie over the solid
geology below. The soil coragition will generally reflect the predominant rock
formations below, except in the case of areas of upland Britain, like the Edges Green
area, that were subject to glaciation, surface geology often shows a layer of Glacial
Till. This material was long kwa as Boulder Clay and is essentially the ground
material left behind by glaciers as they retreated. Figure 5 below shows the surface
geology for the Edges Green area.

Fig. 5 Edges Green Surface Geology

Detail from the Bellingham Surface Geology MBAptish Geology Survey)

2.1.4 Soils

Edges Green possesses two main soils. In the upper ground, generally above 250
metres OD, the ground is slowly permeable and wet, producing acid soils with a peaty
surface. The lower ground, between 200 and 250 me@Bsis also slowly permeable,

but seasonally wet producing acid, loamy and clayey soils.

2.2 Topography

10



The general topographical character of the Edges Green area is that of gradually rising
fell lands, from south to north, with scant vegetation and one majogr system. In
general the land drains from a high point of 311 metres in the negkt to a low exit

at 193 in the south and is therefore contained within the ZWD metre height OD.

The water drains off the study area near to Cleughfoot farm, areh timto the
headwaters of the Haltwhistle Burn, which in turn drains into the South Tyne. The
whole area is essentially soufacing, but some slopes and valleys have less
favourable aspects.

The river Pont Gallon Burn has some steep declivities at ngutants, notably close

to Edges Green farms and near Cleughfoot farm. This may be due to the river
encountering harder sandstone rock, although pgktcial water ruroff may have
contributed.

Pt allon Brn just nofthof Edges ren arm. PhotadingW Curtis
Figure 6 below illustrates the basic drainage pattern of the Edges Green Area and
shows how the Pont Gallon Burn links into the wider Haltwhistle Burn Catchment
zone.

Fig. 6 Drainage Pattern of Edges Green

11



365000 367000
1 1 1

369000
| 1

371000
1 1

373000
1 1

375000
L 1

377000
1 1

379000
1 1

-
L
-
o7 .
P
%"

T 1 T
365000 367000

T
369000

T T
371000

1 1
373000

T 1
375000

T T
377000

1 1 :
379000

Source: Ruoff Management Pla: Haltwhistle Burn Catchment Area (Starkey et al, 2014)

In more detail, the topography of northern half of the area has a series of sandstone
ridges or scarps, running broadly west to east and having a dip slope to the south east
and presenting a sharpck face to the north west and west. Slippy Stones to the
north and Herding Crags a few hundred metres south are prominent rocky scarps of
this sort, some 2 to 3 metres high. The area further south at Cleughfoot Farm is flatter
and has less pronounced rigig as the photo below illustrates. The Whin Sill appears

in the distance.

The landscape near Cleughfoot Farm
2.3.1 Changing Climate and Vegetation

2.3.1 Climate and Vegetation Change in the British Isles

12




There have been many climate changes since the eghacfation. Whilst they have

all been within the broad parameters of a temperate climate they have had a strong
impact upon the vegetation sequence of the area, indeed a primary one until the
Bronze Age. Thereafter, a significant and eventually, primagntagf vegetation
change was man. The evidence for climate and vegetation change comes from taking
core samples of soil and peat from wet and boggy areas that preserve the organic
material, especially pollen, over thousands of years. This area of stkapum as
Palynologyand has become an established part of archaeological enquiry. A table in
Annex 1 summarises the main climatic and vegetation sequence of Britain over the
past 50,000 years or so.

232 al yQa AYLI OG 2y +S3S(ldnmrdayThé Ralyndlagg Ay K
Evidence

Palynology provides limited but useful information regarding human activity in a given
landscape over time. Offite analysis of the pollen rain deposited in cores from mires

or lakes can not only provide indications ofdfcextralocal and sometimes more

distant flora, but arguably can also provide indications of the type of clearance

activities being practiced by early farmers. Moreover, cores taken from such sources

also provide material for accurate temporal locatidmdugh carbondating.

Two sites within 5 kilometres of the Edges Green area have been studied in terms of

a Palynology analysis. Each provides useful evidence for vegetation change in the area
GKNRdzZaAK LRtfSy Fylfeaaira | igshtréeiléanBosdnd SOARSY
farming activity.

/' N} 3 [2dzZaK A& &aAddzZ SR AYYSRAIFIGSt@ y2NIK 2
the east of Edges Green. Given the prevailing winds from the west this is an ideal

location to infer the sequence of vegetatichange in Edges Green. Fell End Moss is

situated immediately south of the Wall and Walltown Crags about 4 km to the west of

Edges Green. Although not as directly relevant as Crag Lough it does provide useful
additional information on the general area wih which Edges Green is placed.

2.3.3 Crag Lough Studies
What follows is a timeline and summary of the Crag Lough study findings

2600 cal Bthe area was predominantly wooded, with alder and birch growing around
the lake, while hazel and oak presentwhat must have been better drained soils.
26002000 BQGndicates human intervention when a decline in oak and birch pollen
and the appearance of barley and grass is noted. From this time ferns increase and
there is and increase in microharcoal.

After 2000 cal BGrboreal pollen recovers but the presence of holly and woodland
herbs such as dog mercury suggests that the tree canopy remained light.

By 1200cal B@Garley and oat pollens are consistently present suggesting a sustained
and established arablecenomy in the Latdronze Age.

From 900cal BC to 600cal B&eal cultivation stops, but a shift towards pastoralism

is indicated by an increase in miezharcoal deposition.

From 600cal BC barlegnd oat pollens are again noted, together with goosefoot,
sKSSLIQa a2NNBf FyR KSIFIGKSNY AYyRAOFGAGS 27F
grassland as well as cereal cultivation.

13



Around 400cal B®etra notes a sustained clearance of the alder, while there is
seemingly a reciprocal rise in hazel and oak. Dark suspeatshe removal of the
alder allowed more distant plants to be represented in the poliaim as opposed to
significant reforestation. The removal of the alder (together with increased rainfall)
might also have contributed to increased mire formatiorvidenced by the
appearance of wetland herbs and marginal aquafi¢tsoughout the period 4680cal
BCthe presence of charcoal and other charred material suggests that burning was
part of the landmanagement strategy.

By the Latdron Age(or perhaps wittthe coming of the Roman military), rye is noted
along with a decrease in grass, possibly suggestive of a switch in the use of former
pasturelands being used to grow cereal to supply the wall builders. Birch pollen too
subsides at this time perhaps as tweod is used as fuel or as part of land clearance.
While rye continues to be present throughout the Roman occupation, she suspects
that low levels of charcoal through this period suggests a relative decrease in
settlement density close to Crag Lough. Shedgions if this might be indicative of
civilians being moved away from the frontier zone.

Towards the Fifth Century Adhd coinciding with the Roman withdrawal, rye pollen

disappears from the cores, while grass and English plantain once again increase,
indicative of a partial return to pastoralism as the regionndiditarised. Birch also

starts to return at this time, indicating that land use might be rather less intensive in

the early medieval period, although there is still barley pollen present througtne

500 years to 1000AD.

In the eleventh century ADemp appears in the pollen sequence until about 1700.

Rye and oatype pollens reappear in the thirteenth century and remain a feature of

GKS NBO2NR dzyGAf (KS ™71 nriggeied agnfove gwayifior8 W[ A 0 G |
arable farming.

2.3.4 Fell End Moss Study

Davies, G and Turner, J. (1979) studied the pollen record and peat accumulation rates

Fd CcSftt 9yR az2da FTNRY G(GKS . NRyil S 138 {2 (K
the Bronze Age small amount of forest was cleared, probably in association with

increased pastoralism in the area. The peak of this activity is datéd38 BGand,

dzaAy3 GKS FT@SNI3IS NIGS 2F LISIHG F2NXYIGAZ2Y |
ol Ol a dzudclusibnsldhaRfarmi@pactivity can be detected in the Bronze Age in

this kind of locality.

Davies and Turner go on to note that frd'B00 BC until AD\&ry little use was made

of the land in the vicinity of the bog. But, from that date there is evidesfaxtensive

tree clearance and the creation of pastureland and some arable. This situation is
maintained until aboutAD 620.They also noted in this period putative evidence for

GKS O2yaidNHzOGA2Y 2F | I RNAFYyQ& 2ibdcdousAy (KS
pollen experienced aroundD 122 and 13Mavies and Turner were among the first

to note that the end of Roman rule did not coincide with a return to forested areas
indicating a continuation of previous agricultural activity and therefore sontalgia

AD 1005shows a significant rise in herbaceous pollen indicating a increased
cultivation, especially rye and barley along with more extensive pastoral farming.

14



There is also evidence that hazel was being coppiced. This coincides with the
Scandinaman immigration that may have led to populations moving east to avoid
conflict and settling in the west Tyne valley. However this is a shorlived phase and the
record shows that in the Norman and early Medieval period the area was less densely
settled. Thewetter climate also produced a faster rate of peat accumulation,
culminating in the 1% century and the area around may have been less attractive for
farming than the lowlands.

The final phase is dated th16and shows increased forest clearance andeased
land use with wheat, barley and rye being grown.

Young, R, Frodsham, P. et al (2010) provide a useful overview of saaeonmental
research in the Northumberland Park area, which has a broad relevance to Edges
Green. Among the specific issuasalissed in some detail are the formation of Peat
(also discussed in Young, R, 2004); the decline of EIm and the Neolithic; and early
cereal cultivation. Moores, A. J. (1998) and his subsequent palynological work with
others in Northumberland has also gtaadded to knowledge in these areas.

15



Chapter 3 PreHistoric Background

3.1  Hunter-Gatherers (10,0004000 BC)

For 6,000 years and more the dominant human activity in the upland fells of Tynedale,
in which Edges Green is situated, was hunting, fiskind gathering. This period
covers the end of the Upper Palaeolithic, the Mesolithic and the early part of the
Neolithic. The Neolithic age heralds the start of farming and pastoralism but it would
take time to reach the harsher areas of upland Britain dmohting would have
continued, along with farming, for some time.

3.1.1 Upper Palaeolithic

There is some putative evidence of latalaeolithicactivity some 10,000 years ago

in the Tyne Valley near Prudhoe with the discovery of a possible Late Upper
Pabeolithic artefact (Tolassmith with Cousins, 1995, cited in Shared Visions (2006)).
So, it is not impossible that some late Upper Palaeolithic hunters traversed the Edges
Green area 10,008,000 years ago but again there is no evidence and so this must
remain conjecture. It should be noted that the ice retreated quite quickly so that by
12,000 years ago the ice had drawn back to Scotland. (Higham, p.12). Young, R.,
Frodsham, P. et al (2010) summed up the situation within the National Park area as
follows: éTo date there is no recorded evidence for lower and middle Palaeolithic
activity in Northumberland. This may be due to problems of identification of material
in the field, but it is just as likely to reflect the fact that the Northumberland landscapes
havwe been scoured by ice sheets over the millennia and that these have effectively
removed any possible evidence for lower and middle Palaeolithic finds. There have
been a few isolated finds of upper Palaeolithic implements in the northern region
generally, he most northerly being a large, backed, flint blade found during the course
of fieldwalking at Eltringham, Prudhoe (Cousins and Smith, 1895).

3.1.2 Mesolithic

Evidence foiMesolithic presence in Tynedale is still very sparse. But, as Young, R.
(2002) mints out this may largely be due to a lack of thorough research. What we do
know is that Mesolithic huntegatherers were moving through Tynedale. There is
evidence for this in finds of Mesolithic microliths near Corbridge and some Mesolithic
flint scatters in the Warden Hill area.

North of Edges Green there is also evidence of Mesolithic activity at Kennel Hall
Knowe, now submerged beneath the lake at Kielder.

Given the evidence for late Mesolithic summer camps in the North Pennines (Cow

Green etc.) itseems reasonable to assume that Mesolithic hunters would have
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(1998)also lends support to the view that there is much more research needed on the
Mesolithic period before weget a fuller picture. But the only way for evidence of

Mesolithic presence in the Edges Green area to emerge is if the ground is disturbed,

either by ploughing or through excavation, archaeological or otherwise.

3.2  Early Farmers (4,008D 43)

3.2.1 Nedithic Farmers (4000 B£2000 BC)
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The first farmers to arrive in the British Isles from Europe did so around 6000 years
ago, establishing important and flourishing settlements in both Scotland (especially
the Shetland and Orkney islands and in the eatgerains of southern England.
Farming occurred rather later in upland England, perhaps 3800 BC. A later wave

of colonists came from 2900 BC to 1800BC. These new settlers are known as the
Beaker Folk after their characteristic pottery.

Higham (1986) ates that Neolithic farming in the upland areas would have been
predominantly pastoral (mainly sheep and goats) and can often be linked to elm
decline (although more recent studies have suggested that climate change or even
Dutch Elm disease may have primharesponsible). North Northumberland offers
most evidence of prehistory, around the River Till and Yeavering. Here there was
considerable forest clearance, settlement and crop production. Hunting and
gathering, especially in upland areas is likely teehldeen maintained.
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similar and adjacent area to Edges Green, suggest that the evidence of pollen records

from core samples at Crag Lough (5 km east of Edges Green) pointémayiof

Neolithic farming between 3568000 BC. The Crag Lough study shows a decline in

elm and a growth in grasses and weeds such as plaintems the same study, later

large-scale wood clearance and growth in grasses is known to date from 2506eBC. (

para 2.3.3 above)

Quartermaine, J. (2002) reviews five upland surveys, including his own Lakeland one
and concludes that whilst there is a wealth of evidence for bronze age settlement,
very little definable evidence exists for Neolithic activity iegl areas. He suggests
that later early Bronze Age farming may have obscured such activity. Even around
Neolithic monuments there is no reliable evidence of a link to farming. Bradley (2002)
raises an interesting question about the relationship of monuteet®o Neolithic
communities: were they in their midst or at pivotal access points for several
communities?

There is no direct evidence for early Neolithic presence irethges Greestudy area,
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Neolithic or early Bronze Age and are situated just over a kilometre from the study

area, photo below. Young, R, Frodhsam, P et al (2010) make the following observation
concerning the ritual or cultural remains of the Neolithiaipd,

GLY T FRNRAFYQa 2Fff O2dzyGNBEZ ol1Y Y2NIK 27F {
F LILINBLINR F St & YFENJSR 2y GKS YILaA +Fa Ww{dlyR
Y& 2NAIAYylLIfte KI@S 6SSy |y W gSyar8.Q 27F &
It is most unusual in a Northumbrian context, and would be more at home on
Dartmoor, where such monuments are relatively commonplace. Other standing stones

exist singly or in pairs, such as the intriguingly named Mare and Foal near Cawfields.

Someof these may once have formed part of larger monuments such as rows or circles,

or may have been associated with now vanished stone cairns or earthworks. To try to
interpret such sites without excavation is futile, and none has been excavated in

modern tinS & ®¢

)
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Mare and Foal Standig Stone

The discovery of an earfast boulder with rock art within the study area provides the
first direct evidence for a Neolithic or early Bronze Age presence in the Edges Green
area. This finding is consistent with othexck art sites that exist on the south facing
slopes of the Tyne Valley, often between Z8I0m OD.

3.2.2 Bronze Age farmers (2000-8800 BC)

Higham (1986) suggests that-flestation was less in Northumberland than Durham

or Cumbria during the Bronzegé but accepts that it has not been widely studied. He
notes that there is evidence in the North of more a widely distributed population with
early concentrations in the Milfield Basin, the Eden Valley and Plain Furness. Milfield
has at least 7 hengifornand a droveway.

Monument building ceased by 1250 BC after which there is more evidence of
settlements. Roundhouses occur on the fell sandstones of Northumberland with small
field plots, burial and clearance cairns.

Woodside and Crow (1999) also refer heetspread of population during the Bronze

Age. They place the monoliths to this period, eg the Mare and Foal stones near Edges
Green. They also note nearby stone circles at Goat Stones, Caw Burn and Gibbs Hill as
well cairns at Milking Gap and a field balamy through Sycamore Gap. The Black Dyke
linear earthwork is also dated to the Bronze Age. All these features are a few
kilometres to the east of Edges Green. They note that climate deterioration between
1200800 BC led to the abandonment of exposed uplasites. The Crag Lough
evidence for renewed woodland in this period is also mentioned.

Frodsham (2004) points out that the boundary between late Neolithic and early
bronze ages is blurred. Within the Northumberland National Park he says there are
over 1M bronze age settlements., usually unenclosed roundhouses often with
associated field and burial systems. Frodsham also identifies 2 clear examples of Burnt
Mounds, many burial cairns and many monuments with four poster stone rings at
Simonburn and Byrnes&urther evidence of the Bronze Age in the general area are
the Bronze hoards found near Wallington, Whittingham and Farnley, near Corbridge,
deposited in wet bogs. And 2 swords found on Simonside dating to 1000 BC.
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Tim Gates (2004) in his study of thi¢adrian Wall corridor from Chesters to

Greenhead, which includes Edges Green, has added considerable knowledge and
understanding to the archaeology of this zone. In terms of the early Neolithic and

Bronze Age farmers his study cements the view that thelrsoa facing upland slopes

of South Tynedale supported farming and associated cultural activity over some
thousands of years from the late Neolithic through and beyond the Roman era. The
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and enclosures denotes a locally significant Bronze Age area only a few kilometres

from Edges Green. Cairn field clearances linked to cord rig, indicative of farming

activity, have also been identified at Revensheugh Crags, Cow Crag$itddaug

Common and within the Edges Green study area at Resting Gap and near Edges Green

Farm. Unenclosed Bronze Age settlements in the form of roundhouses at Edges Green
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1200-500BC.

Although there are no stone circles, henges or other cultural structures associated
with the Bronze Age at Edges Green these do exist within walking distance of the area
to the east, near Greenlee Lough and also the regionally important stosie khown

as Long Meg and her sisters, situated in the Eden Valley is 25 milesissitifEdges
Green is therefore not remote from known Bronze Age cultural sites.

3.3.3 Iron Age (800 B@AD 43)
Higham (1986) makes the point that the late Bro#gge andthe early Iron Age are
closely correlated periods. This was a time when, to quote Higham,
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between developing more complex social hierarchies, headed by wanigles, whose

weapons dominated the output of late bronsmiths. Bronze was expensive and generally

used to manufacture weapons not tools. Enclosed settlements were constructed to provide a

degree of security. The earliest were palisaded and many have beerifiegrdn good

defensible positions where the form the earliest defensive circuit of latefdnis. Most were

small but, during the middle centuries of the first millennium, defences became progressively

larger in scale and more labointensive, with stne walls or earth banks and ditches,

replacing timber palisades. Most examples were eventually to boast multiple ditch systems

and were permanently occupied, perhaps by an aristocracy.

A minority of hiliforts were far larger. A string of thegincluding Woden Lavg stretch along

the edge of the Cheviots in Northumberland and along Teviotdale. These can be plausibly
interpreted as minowoppida,functioning as defensible foci for clans or sections of a tribe. At

the very apex of this hierarchy are a snrmalimber of widely dispersed and exceptionally large

hil-F 2 NJi &-%rk6 lare fefry unevenly distributed within Northumbria, with the majority
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By about 450BC, the Pennine communities also seem awe habandoned significant
RSFTSyOSaxoddi 0Se2yR (-€gbippedanithSampaktsii® severamal® o6 SA y 3
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In his review of the Iron Age period in the National Park Frodsham (2004) refers to the

wider issue of societal development ambtes that this period witnessed the
emergence of large Celtic tribal groups dominating certain regional zones and
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sometimes in conflict with one another. These tribes did not leave any written records
and so any knowledge we have comes down to us thraugoman lens. Moreover,

the Romans were not especially interested in the historic development of these tribal
groupings so we are only aware of the situation, as perceived by the Romans after
they had arrived in Britain. From these records we are told thatdominant tribes

in the North were the Parisi governing the area of Yorkshire, the Brigantes, strong
across the northern Pennines and throughout most of Northumberland and the
Votadini operating in soutleast Scotland and across the Tweed into northeairts of
Northumberland. In addition, the Selgovae controlled sewtst Scotland and the
Solway Firth. The largest and most dominant force appears to be the Brigantes.

The marked deterioration of the climate after 800 BC reduced the areas of land most

suitable to farming, including the fell sandstone areas. Around 400 BC the evidence is

that the climate improved again, initially in the south and gradually spreading
northwards. By time of Roman Britain there had been further extensive forest
clearance odzLJt YR . NAGFAY YR aA3ayAFAOLyd | NBI A
have been ploughed as evidenced by the presence of cord rig. Shared Visions (2006)
acknowledges the important work by Tim Gates (2004) in his aerial photographic
analyses of the area mih of the wall revealing cord rig preceded the Romans
occupation, such as at Greenlee Lough and Cawfield Shields.

As stated above many palisaded settlements underlie later hill forts. The hill fort, with
its ring ditches may have been a response to & laiceasily available timber. The
nearest, still visible hill fort to Edges Green would appear to be Warden Hill, some 9
miles east. This is a multallate fort with evidence of a preceding palisaded
settlement. But also close by are the univallate foatsBarcombe Hill and near
Greenlee Lough, although Gates notes features about the latter site that make it a less
convincing case.

The paucity of iron artefacts from the iron age, except in relation to the Roman
occupation, suggests that they were scaiteens among the iron age communities in
the North. But there was an increase in craftsmanship in wheel making, querns. The
market economy in the North lagged that in the south and there is little evidence for
trading centres emerging prior to the Romans.

No evidence exists for special burial rites and few remains have been found.

As mentioned above the work of Tim Gates in revealing examples of eafRopnan
FINXYAYI AY FINBlFa y2NLIK 27F | [-avdlting/ted 2 | € f
archaeologicahistory of this zone. Edges Green falls within this zone and it too has
several examples of early cord rig ploughing. It is not possible to date this farming
practice from the work undertaken in this study. The presence of roundhouses in one
location suggsts that the farming may in fact stem from the Bronze Age but farming

may have persisted up until the Roman occupation.
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Chapter 4 The Roman Era North of the Wall (AD-420)

4.1  The Northern Frontier

Edges Green is situated very close to what becameBF A y Qa y 2 NI KSNY F NP
first phase of the Roman occupation the Brigantes, the local tribe dominating the

north of England, acted as a client kingdom of the Romans. That situation ended in AD
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Venutius organised the Brigantes to oppose Roman authority. The Brigantes were

quickly defeated and a number of fort sites in the north probably date to this period.
Stanegate, a road connecting Carlisle and Corbridge, was built soeiettine AD 70s

and ran just 2 kilometres south of Edges Green. In this early phase the nearest fort

would have been at Vindolanda, about 5 kilometres east of Edges Green. For the next

25 years, until the Hadrian Wall complex was constructed, Stanegatesesged the

northern frontier of Britain. Patrols from Vindolanda would almost certainly have

passed close or across Edges Green during these years.

Fig. 7 below shows the key Roman installations in the vicinity of Edges Green and also
shows areas of CdrRig as patches of light orange shading.

Fig. 7. Roman Structures near Edges Green
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consisted of a stone wall, of varying width and height, a milecastle every Roman mile

and a series of forts, roughly at 6.5 Roman mile intervals. Immediately to the north of

the Wall (except where the terrain of the Whin Sill rendered it unnecessary)e ther

was a deep ditch and to the south a broad, ftattomed ditch, with small ramparts

on each berm. This latter feature is known aswadum.Just to the south of the Wall

a supply road connected the forts. Stanegate Road and the Forts along it conttiinued

operate as a further element in this complex frontier system.
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Hadrian died in AD138 and his successor, the Emperor Antonius Pius decided shortly
after to advance into Scotland and establish a new northern frontier across the-Clyde
Forth isthmus. Thidecame the Antonine Wall and was built in AD 140s. It was

ol yR2Y SR Ay !'5 mcnad FyR GKS 3IFNNARA2yE NB

4.3  Great Chesters (Aesica) Fort and associated Aqueduct

Great Chesters ForAgsicg, a small fort, was built in AD 128 on theesf an earlier
Milecastle. It was first excavated in the 1890s, which uncovered a significant part of

the defences, as well as, barrack blocks and administrative buildings. The defences
were reexamined in the 1920s, with further work by Birley in th&Q9. The granary
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have been rebuilt at this time. An important hoard was published by Alldsoes in

1996. (Petts, D and Gerrard, C, 2006).

The Great Chesters Aqueduahs for almost 10 km towards the fort from Saughy Rigg
washpool (NY7405 6879), in a circuitous route, as shown in Figure 8 below:

Fig. 8 Great Chester Aqueduct Route

RCHM — Proven COurse of agqueduct Land above 700 feet (213 4 metres) _—

FIG. 6. Great Chesters Aqueduct 1988: the 700 ft. contour has been chosen for illustrative convenience. (Drawn by P. Sinton, RCHME York)

Source: MacKay (1999)

The line of the aqueduct cuts through the Edges Green areasadearly visible in
certain sections. It was first surveyed by I.T.W. Bell in 1850 and the results of this survey
were later incorporated into all subsequent maps, including those published by the
Ordnance Survey. MacKay, D (1990) undertook a full inentehre-survey. In general
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four large gaps in the record and assumed they had been ploughedHis
description of the aqueduct is as follows:

a!a | FTASER YaycuanSives, iniv&iGus stdies of preservation, for a
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considerable proportion of its original line. Its condition varies greatly. Initially, as it winds its

way around the steep rocky hillside, running parallel to the Caw Burn, there are slight traces

of the stone revetment which Bell noted on its downhill side.87 Otherwise, where best

preserved, it survives as a ditch 0.4 m to 0.7 m wide, and a maximum of 0.5 m deep, with an

upcast bank on the downward slope. In other places it is a terrace, a faimnegra break of

slope or simply a vegetation mark such as a vivid green band or a line of rushes. Some
stretches are considerably obscured by modern land drainage and in a fragile state; the course

is extremely vulnerable to erosion by farm vehicless thus very difficult to trace but in each

of those stretches where identification was most problematical the accuracy of the plan
L2aAdGA2y O2dxZ R 6S OKSO{1SR F3aFAyad GKS yINNRg f

MacKay also recorded 5 small standing stonasking the route, including one at the
source.

Additional survey work undertaken as part of the Edges Green project concentrated
on some of the sections for which previous surveys could not identify any
contemporary trace. The evidence seems to be thasthsections, including the link

into the Great Chesters Fort were never actually constructed. Shortly after the
completion of Great Chesters the focus of Roman occupation turned to Scotland
where a new line of defence, the Antonine Wall, was establishédRHNA | y Q& 2 | f f
seems to have been abandoned in this period, perhaps leaving the Aqueduct to Great
Chesters unfinished. When the Hadrian Wall complex was resumed as the primary line
of northern defence it is possible that the Romans decided that the seaufritiye
Aqueduct could not be guaranteed, lying as it does, north of the Wall. Alternatively, it
may have been realized that adequate alternative water sources were available for
the fort.

A more detailed description of the Aqueduct survey undertaken bgdale North of
the Wall Archaeology Group is contained in the Final Report.

4.4  The Roman Impact on life North of the Wall

The military arrangements associated with a frontier zone led to a strong Roman

presence in the vicinity of Edges GreenwithHad®ian 2 | € £ &A{dzZ- SR AYYSF
of Caw Gap, just one kilometre from the Edges Green area. It is, therefore, clear that
whatever farming and other activity was taking place by local people in the Edges

Green area would have been powerfully affected by Roman presence.

There has been a good deal of debate and conjecture concerning the impact of the
Roman occupation on further forest clearance. Whilst the Roman presence must have
led to an increased need for wood the palasavironmental evidence from plen
analysis shows that significant forest clearance-gated the Roman period and
continued through it into the 8 century (FentoAThomas, C,1992). So, whilst the
Romans contributed to continued forest clearance they did not initiate the process or
cause a significant acceleration in-flerestation.

Dumayne (1992), Tipping (1997) and McCarthy (1995) all agree that the increase in
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to the impact of Roman settlementviflence from excavations at Walltown vallum in

the 1980s revealed cultivation had preceded the ditch construction and thatdin 2

century AD the area was open country with only small amounts of alder and hazel
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scrub, and cereal cultivation in the vicinifyhis provides clues as to the likely picture
north of the wall at Edges Green at this time.

Gates (2004,2005) has greatly added to an understanding of the farming activity that
200dzNNBR Ay (KS GAOAYyAGE 27F | | dNhalyséa 2 | f f
of aerial photos the extensive areas of Cord Rig, some of which clearbame

Roman structures. Edges Green exhibits several such areas as shown in Fig. 8 above.
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mentioned in an 1989 study (Topping, 1989). This new evidence also shows that
generally the areas of cord rig are small, typically no more than 0.5 ha. This suggests

a smaliscale subsistence mode of production that preceded Roman occupation and

continued during the occupation and after.

4.5 The last period of Roman rule

During the third century there seems to have been an increasing degree of opposition
to Roman rule, especially in the North. Certainly there was rebuilding and
refurbishment of defenceat Housesteads and Aesica in the roehtury and at other
centres too such as at Piecebridge. There is some evidence of fort destruction in this
period but not as much as previously thought. The prime instigators of raids and
attacks seem to emanate fronh¢ Picts, Scots and Saxons. In 367 there was a unified
attempt by these tribes to overrun the Province, which also seems to have involved
some of the southern zones. It was during this period that the Bewcastle bathhouse
was destroyed. Bewcastle lies sodmiles NW of Edges Green, which suggests that
the study area may well have been subject to greater Roman security and possible
raids may have occurred over the area from the north or west. Young, R., Frodsham,
P., et al (2010) provide a useful summanyttoé period and its possible impact on
areas like Edges Green.
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campaign was planned and the armies again marched up Dere Street. This campaign

was brought to a closehen the emperor himself died at York in AD 211againthe
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withdrawal in the fifth century AD (AD 410 and the Rescript of Honorius) (Welfare,

1992, 3642).
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We should also not forget that the area of the Wall itself may have been overrun by
incursiodd 2F WOl NDIFNAIFYEAQ FNRY (KS yHiNtIinKSNY NB:
the 180s and then again in the Barbarian Conspiracy of AD 367 (Welfare, 1992, 36

42). We should not underestimate the effects of all of these activities on the indigenous
communities in the region and on their relations with the Roman colonizers. Did the

ease with which the Roman army was able to move through the area between the
TyneSolway and the Fortlyde lines imply a compliant native community? Many of

these changes dfactics and plans must have left some lasting imprint in both the
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The final phase of Roman occupation led to a furthedeénition of Provinces in
which the area north of the Wall wascluded as the Province of Valentia.
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Chapter 5 The Early Medieval Period: ( AD 41066)

5.1 Introduction
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of Roman rule, which include the pé&man Dark Age, thenglian period, and period

of the Viking incursions from the later eighth century, culminating in the onset of the

full Medieval period following the Battle of Hastings and the Norman Conquest of

1066. Most of the history of this period relates to chanigethe nature of the ruling

elite, and although there were major shifts in settlement pattern, most people
probably continued to live lives not greatly differing from those of their Iron Age
predecessors. The majority was probably engaged in agricwtoral on a day to day
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Young, R, Frodsham, P et al (2010)

The early medieval period saw relatively little change in the way people lived their
lives, although there were ajor shifts in settlement pattern. In the earliest pest
Roman phase, the Anglian kingdom of Northumbria ruled from Bamburgh. This period
witnessed a change from a settlement pattern based largely on Roman forts, vici and
RomaneBritish farmsteads with routhouses, to a system of lowland hamlets and
villages, many of which still survive today. By the seventh century, these would have
consisted of clusters of timber houses, sometimes around timber churches, as this
period also saw the rise of Christianityisigenerally thought that the land at this time
was divided into townships (parishes after Christianity was adopted), which in turn
were grouped into shires.

5.2  Tribal Kingdoms and the rise of Northumbria

Knowledge of the history of the period from ti" and 8" centuries relies on 8
century accounts, such as that of the Venerable Bede, Gildas andnihle Saxon
Chronicle Epic tales such aB8eowulf and the Gododdin poem add to our
understanding of the warrior values of this period. These accountdge some basic
framework but are not reliable in detail. For the Edges Green area the kingdom of
Brynaich a part of the Votadini Tribe may have assumed dominance once the Roman
military had withdrawn.

5.3  Anglo-Saxon Period (7-9" Centuries)

There wee increasing incursions of new groups from Europe, such as the Angles and
Saxons. At this stage there is no evidence for a mass immigration but rather the
increasing use of Anglian warrior elites to support kingdoms like Brynaich, later called
Bernicia.

The Kingdom of Bernicia, under the leadership of Angles began to slowly assume
dominance in the North from the lateé"6century. The Edges Green area would have

been a part of this Kingdom. Little is known of AR§&xon influence on communities
aroundthea ARRf S f Sy3dka 2F | FRNAIFIyQa 2Fff | yR
The nearest Angi®axon material discovered in the area comes from Vindloanda,

where an annular brooch and a possibly fifihsixth century penannular brooch

were discovered in théate 1990s. (Woodside and Crow, 1999)
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The Black Dyke situated about 7 km east from Edges Green has traditionally been seen
as a frontier between the British and the Angdaxons but there is no direct evidence

for this. Gates (2004) postulates that it magive been one, albeit more significant
later, of several N6 liner earthwork features dating to the Bronze Age that may have
been territorial in purpose. It is known that in the Middle Ages the Black Dyke formed
part of the boundary of Wark manor.

The orty confirmed AngléSaxon settlement in South Tynedale is Beltingham, just
south of the Tyne, also about 7 km east of Edges Green. However, some sources (eg.,
Storey, 1973) state that the villages on the north flank of the South Tyne valley all
occupy seteément sites of Anglian or peorman origin: Thorngrafton, Henshaw,
Melkridge and Haltwhistle.

5.4  The Danish Influence {911 Centuries)

The North became subject to raids and incursions from the Norse warriors from the
late 8" century onwards, heraidg the Viking period of British history. The Danish
invasions of the @ century led to the defeat of the Anglian kings of Northumbria,
which fell to the Danes in 875. Danelaw was established south of the Tyne but was
never fully established in Northumlariand Anglian kings are likely to have retained
some degree of control until Ragnald leading a later Norse force from Ireland and
western Britain overcame the Bernician rulers at Corbridge in 914 and 918.

There is no evidence of Viking presence and settiet in the Tyne Valley and the only
impact on an area like Edges Green, if there had been any occupation at that time
might have been the presence, at times, of opposing armies of Danes and Saxons

5.5 Early Christian Influences

There is some evidence fearly Christian belief in theand 8" centuries among the
RomaneBritish inhabitants of Roman forts and vici, principally at Vindolanda and
Corbridge. However, the more significant date for Christianity is when it takes root
among the upper echelonsf society of Northumbria after the accession of King
Edwin in 616 AD. There is little direct evidence for Christian influence in vicinity of
Edges Green during the early medieval period. The nearest religious establishment is
Hexham Abbey (AD 674).

The Pash as a unit of Christian organisation started in the Ai8#&on period but we
have no evidence of the earliest parishes established in the Tyne Valley. Haltwhistle
Parish emerges in the Medieval period but may have had some earlier origin in the
EarlyMedieval period.

5.6 Early Medieval Ownership and Settlement in Edges Green

There are no records stretching this far back in time and we have only a sketchy notion
of how the area was populated and administered. It is likely that most of the land in
this area was subject to tribal custom and practice for the first 200 years of post
Roman history. As such the land would have probably been owned as tribal commons
with hunting and grazing rights for most local inhabitants, living in small settlements
close b the River Tyne. Transhumance may have been practiced in this period,
although the shielings that can still be traced are thought to have commenced during
the Norman period..

27



The archaeological evidence for a medieval long house east of Edges Greeatenay d
to this period and so there may have been a continued farming presence in this area
from the Iron or even the Bronze Age. Other possible early medieval occupation may
have been masked by later farmsteads of th& t@ntury. Storey (1973) suggests that
the hill farms along the line of, and to the north of, the Wall, often represent
continuation of postAnglian settlement, with infilling of new farms when South
Tynedale became overpopulated in the M Eentury. Their names retain the
nomenclature of Saxoand Scandinavian tongues. In this description he includes,
Wallshield, Cleughfoot, Longsyke, and Cawburn Rigg farms.

Once the posRoman kingdoms emerged then the king, who gave rights to specific
areas of land to chosen relatives and allies, probakblged the land. Certainly, once

the Kingdom of Bernicia was established in the 7th century the overall land ownership
fell to the Kings of Northumbria, and this situation lasted until the Norman conquest.
However, we do not know which local thane or lordchsway over Edges Green until
the Norman Conquest.

28



Chapter 6 The Medieval Period: 1066603

6.1 The Medieval Background

For the purposes of this part of the report the key factors presented here concern the
way Edges Green and its wider locality wagegoed and utilised. Further detail on
Medieval Tynedale is presented in Annex 2.

6.2 Castles and Fortified Houses

The strategic importance of the Tyne Valleys and the Irthing River led to a series of
fortified houses and castles being constructed dutimg middle ages along or close

to these rivers. Within a dozen miles of Edges Green there were at least 13 castles or
fortified towers (see Annex 2). Haltwhistle had an early Norman Castle, which seems
to have had little later importance. Bellister Cagilethe south of the Tyne, opposite
Haltwhistle had a more strategic position by the River Tyne. Thirlwall, 7km west of
Edges Green occupies a strategic position by the Tippalt Burn and the Tyne. Melkridge
Manor had a fortified tower or Pele. South of thgn€ there were fortified houses or
castles at Featherstone, Blenkinsopp and Willimoteswick.

6.3  Medieval Jurisdiction of Edges Green

The Edges Green area was situated in layers of medieval jurisdiction, complicated by
the fact that being close to the boed with Scotland it was subject to special
considerations of defence and at times subject to incursions from Scottish armies. In
addition, it became from the ¥4Century onwards a crossorder zone of lawlessness
associated with cattle thieving, robbermépersonal feuds that we know as the Reiver
problem. This meant that apart from the usual Manorial system of jurisdiction Edges
Green came within higher quallilitary units of administration, such as the Liberty

of Tyndale and later the Middle March ofdland. Had anyone been living in Edges
Green at this time then the main impact of this layer of control would have occurred
when authorities required manpower and horses to mount defences or undertake
action. An added risk was that marauding forces msgite stock, destroy homes and

kill and maim those that resisted.

6.4  The Liberty of Tyndale/ Barony of Wark

William the Conqueror had appointed Robert de Comyns as the Earl of
Northumberland, soon after 1066. His death in a battle with the resisting\atglc
Saxon elite led to the harrying of the north and the placing of Siward as the new Earl.
To provide some measure of devolved power and defend potentially fragile areas the
Liberties of Tyndale and Redesdale were established (or according to somestecor
re-established, as this had been a mechanism of control that had been in existence
since the 800s).

The Liberty and Lordship of Tynedale was awarded by Henry Il in 1157 to a Scottish
aristocrat (William, son of Malcolm IV of Scotland) to compensatefbr the loss of

the Earldom of Northumbria. Tyndale remained under the control of Scottish Kings
(although subject to English Law) until laté"&ntury. The Liberty of Tyndale was
administered from Wark. Following the ScottiEhgland wars of the 13century the
Liberty of Tyndale ceased to be a Scottish prerogative in 1296 and henceforth fell
within the purview of the Dukes of Northumberland. The map below (fig. 9) shows
the boundaries of these Liberties.

29



Fig. 9 The Liberties of Tyndale and Readed
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At some stage, possibly from 1296, the Liberty of Tyndale is replaced by the Barony of

Wark, reduced by excising three areas, known as the Regalities of Langley, Hexham
and Bywell and Bulbeck.

Fig. 10 Wark Manor
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6.5 Forest of Lowes

Within the Liberty of Tynedale and later in the Barony of Wark there was a large
hunting area, known variously as the Huntlands of Tyndale or the Forest of Lowes. The
Forest of Lowes encompassed Edges Green and would have been usaadtifog and
summer pastures. It is shown on early maps as a generality between the North Tyne
and the River Irthing. By the #8Century the area is no longer marked on
contemporary maps and large areas of the former Forest, some covering Edges Green,
were designated Outfell Land.

The Forest of Lowes was initially granted by David 1 of Scotland to Hextilda, Countess
of Ethehetala, a member of the Cumin (or Comyn) family, who held it for 6 generations
from mid-12" century (Woodside and Crow (1999). Accogrio Hodgson (1827) the
Forest of Lowes derives its name from the Loughs or Lowes that characterised the
area. The family name, Lowes, later associated with Ridley Hall must be of a later
derivation. The following map from the #%entury (Fig. 11) by Mden shows that

the Forest of Lowes and the name Tyndale as an area were maintained throughout
the medieval period.
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6.6  Melkridge Township and Manor

A series of townships existed in the medieyariod along the Tyne valley at
Haltwhistle, Melkridge, Henshaw and Thorngrafton. Each ran from the River Tyne in
the south to the Common, Waste or Hunting Lands north of the Wall. Fig. 12 below is
a map showing these settlements and Township boundaliesgathe Tyne near to
Edges Green, which is shown as a black dot within Melkridge Township and Manor.

Fig. 12 Medieval Settlement and Townships near Edges Green
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Information concerning Melkridge Manas sparse and there is no certainty as to

either when it was created or who owned it through the early years. Hodgson (1827)

states that the Mesne Lords of Melkridge held the Manor of Wark making its history
obscure. But Melkridge Manor had become the peay of the Ridley family at
Willimoteswick by 1568. By 1652 it belonged to Nicholas Ridley who having sided with

the Royalist cause was stripped of his lands. Melkridge Manor then passed to Neville

2F / KSOSG IyR GKSyOS (2 ditth&eaftet | O1 SGGQa 27

The ownership and administration of the Edges Green area does not seem to have
impacted very greatly on its use and its landscape. Whether it was the de Comyns
FILYAfE Ay 2FN] 2N 0KS RS w22a TFilsaate Ay
Willimoteswick the land seems to have remained open pasture largely used for
summer grazing all through this period. That said it may well be that for three
centuries, from 1# to 17" centuries, when the reiver raids were common, the land

was large} unused, or at best, periodically used.

6.7  Haltwhistle Parish,

Evidence for a settlement at Haltwhistle emerges by the medieval period but its
foundation as Altwesel seems to pdate that and mostly probably occurs during the
Saxon era. Haltwhistle Raln was established some time after the Norman conquest
and continued as a large parish covering areas both north and south of the River Tyne
until parish reorganisation in the late ¥ century. Edges Green was a part of this
parish. The map below refers
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Fig. 13 The Parish of Haltwhistle

The parish of Haltwhistle included the townships of Bellister, Blenkinsopp. Coanwood
(East), Featherstone, Haltwhistle, Hartley Burn, Henshaw, Melkridge, Plainmellor,
Ridley, Thirlwall, Thorngrafton, and Wall ardcompassing the small hamlets of
Allens Green, Beltingham, Willimoteswyke, as well as a number of scattered farms.
The largest of the settlements were Beltingham, Willimoteswike and Ridley, all located
along the fertile soils of the South Tyne lowlandsiles further south were smaller
scattered hamlets.

6.8  Haltwhistle Manor

It is possible that in the first century or so after the Norman conquest Haltwhistle
Manor was the primary Manor in the area, with Melkridge emerging at a later date.
There is a lite more data relating to Haltwhistle than Melkridge Manor in this early
phase and the following provides some information:

The manor of Haltwhistle passed from the de Roos to the Musgrave family,
who held it until Elizabethan times. By 1663 it was inghssession of Mr
William Pearson and was then passed on to the Cuthbertsons (Hodgson 1840,
115116). The rental list of the Cuthbertson estate at Haltwhistle includes
Haltwhistle manor house, rented to William Ridley in 1763.

Source: Haltwhistle: Extemsi Urban Survey, Northumberland CC (2009)
6.9 Reivers, Conflict and the Border Marches
The border between Scotland and England, which lies approximately 25 miles from

the farmhouses at Edges Green, was a zone of continual conflict and raiding for several
centuries and this did not finally cease until the rid" century.

6.9.1 The Reivers
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The Reivers is a term used to describe a large number of families living either side of
the border, who often supplemented their income by raiding for cattle, gooubso

on in other parts of the border. This was not necessarily an English versus Scottish
phenomenon but involved a complex and changing pattern of family allegiances and
blood feuds. The key sufferers were the ordinary farmers, forced to leave theayea,

if sufficiently wealthy, to erect powerfully defended farmhouses, known as bastles.
The reivers were introduced into the area by Edward Ill as a means to both re
populate an area that had suffered from two centuries of AAgtmttish conflict. The
families were chosen as known tough, resilient and warlike people who could provide
military support on fell horses when times demanded it. The impact of several
centuries of more or less continual raiding was to severely retard the economic
development of tle Tynedale (along with other vulnerable parts of Northumberland
and Scotland).

6.9.2 The English Middle March

In order to try and regulate the border a system of 6 marches was established by the
Scottish and English governments, three on either side, witbng military and
juridical powers devolved to March Wardens. Edges Green was situated in the English
Middle March but the administrative centre was at Harbottle, many remote miles to
the north. The boundary between the West and Middle Marches lay aloadriver
Irthing.

The administration of the Marches proved highly problematic as the Wardens were
often linked to reiver families, were undéunded and often incompetent. Moreover
there were certain remote areas that became convenient bolt hole®ilaws and

those in disfavour of the authorities. The Debateable Land was one such area, situated
in Solway betwixt England and Scotland that had uncertain jurisdiction and therefore
became a haven for the outlawed. Liddesdale was another such area,idatthnin

the Scottish western March but traditionally seen as English. This area was also home
to notorious reiver families and a place of refuge for them. It had its own jurisdiction
under a Keeper. Both the Debateable Land and Liddesdale are withipsaida of
Edges Green (approximately 20 miles).

6.9.3 Security and Medieval farming in Edges Green

The location of Edges Green as a Border area meant that through much of the
Medieval period it was subject to either Anghzottish conflict or Border Reiv
raiding. The early phase of the consolidation of Norman power in the area took place
against a backdrop of Scottish claims to English territory and considerable conflict.
This was settled in 1139 when King Stephen bought time and peace by awarding the
earldom of Northumberland to the Scots. This allowed for the most peaceful period
of the medieval age, approximately 150 years, covering the latter half of tHe 12
century and most of the ¥3century. It is possible that this phase allowed some
permanent medieval farmsteads to operate in Edges Green, although there is no
documentary evidence and the archaeological evidence is inconclusive.

From 1296 the English once again assumed the Earldom of Northumberland leading
to renewed AngleScottish conflict andrequent incursions into western areas of
Northumberland, including areas like Edges Green. This was particularly marked in the
14" and 13" centuries
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6.10 Upland Farming Practices: Transhumance and Shielings

Whilst the basic manorial system describeldoge would and did apply to small
settlements along the Tyne, such as at Haltwhistle, Melkridge and Henshaw the
importance of pastoralism to these communities meant that the role of the upland
commons was vital to the maintenance of the local economy.

Transhumance mat have been practised for some considerable time. The idea of

moving between winter and summer locations was a subsistence strategy of the
Mesolithic people and perhaps was adopted by the earliest pastoralists. The evidence

we tend to find todg is most probably of medieval origin. The word shieling is of old

English origin and denotes a summer hut or shelter. It finds common mention in the

L  OS yIYSa gAGK WakKAStRQ® /I YRSY NBO2NRSR
in 1599. Transhumandevolved the renting of high summer pastures, usually beyond

the existing common land, possibly in Forest lands. The community might move to the

shieling, living in small cottages or pay someone else to act as herdsman. This latter
practice is called agistent.

Recent archaeological excavations in Yorkshire suggest that Shielings may date back
to the Saxon period. The earliest documentary evidence for shielings is the 12
Century, when they were mentioned in charters, leases and acquisitions. The clearest
archaeological evidence of shielings close to Edges Green is at Bogle Hole and the
name Wall Shield (just outside the study area is also indicative of shielings. (Woodside
and Crow. 1999). Ramm, H.G, et al (1970) has excellent plan drawings of stoélings,
which the nearest to the study area are a cluster around Greenlee Lough.
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Chapter 7 17" and 18" Century Background

7.1 17" Century Tynedale

The date 1603 marks the Union of Crowns when the England and Scotland were
united. This effectively markethe beginning of the end of the lawlessness in the
border area that had prevailed for several centuries, although it took some time for
complete order to reign. King James transported some of the most troublesome
families to Ireland in 1616 and this effe@ly ended any lingering reiver activity.

The Liberties and Regalities of Northumberland, including that of Tyndale as well as
the March Warden Areas seem to have lapsed early in thecEntury. But other
medieval institutions such as Townships andiglig remained.

The chief impact of the English Civil War (1:8681) on Tynedale was that some of
the leading monarchist families had their lands sequestered and redistributed.

As the banditry of the reivers abated through this century the driving dfeciom
Scotland through the Tynedale area for sale to the large cities of Tyneside and further
south began. Droving reached its height in the next century and is dealt with below.

There were a number of County maps published in tHedehtury but theygenerally
lack any significant detail. Speed produced maps of the counties in the early part of
the century. A Northumberland extract covering the study area is shown below:

Fig. 14 {LISSRQa al L) 2F b2NIKdzYoSNX FyR o6SEGNI
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7.2 Farming Practice in 7" Century Edges Green
Farming practice in Edges Green following the settlement of the A®gbitish

disputes and the Reiver problem in the early part of th& &&ntury was driven by a
desire to maximise revenues and incomes from land that had kaegelly unused for
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centuries. The granting of customary (or border) tenures to tenant farmers willing to
establish cattle and sheep farms in areas such as Edges Green was a means for the
landowners, in this case the Blackett family as lords of MelkridgeoKam improve

rental income. The gradual loosening of feudal rights and obligations, from the 14th.
century onwards, meant that landowners looked to alternative means to derive
support and income for their lands. For the small farmer these upland aféaed
distinct advantages for cattle rearing and sheep farming over the old practice of
seasonal transhumance. Each small farm had byres and stockyards to maintain herds
and flocks during the harshest months as well as small fields to grow oats, potatoes
and other means of subsistence. From the records, farm units seem to have been
established in the 17 century (or in some cases perhapsestablished after a long

gap) at Edges Green, Wealside, Htjbsea-Burns, Clos@-Burns and Cleughfoot. In
addition on the edge of our study area farms were established erstablished at
Cawburn Shield and Longsyke. Nevertheless the practice of summer pasturing carried
on, as shown in the 1604 Survey of the Borders (Barker and Butlin, 1973), parts of
which are repoduced in Annex 2.

7.3 Ownership and Families associated with1 Century Edges Green

Wiiliam Ridley in 1615 was lessee under the crown of the castle and manor of Wark
and other areas. In 1629 he added the manors of Willimoteswick and Melkridge.
MusgraveRidley, a staunch Royalist, had various lands sequestered by parliament in
1652. The immediate beneficiary of Melkridge and other Manors such as Walltown
and Henshaw was the Neville family from Chevet in Yorkshire. Hodgson (1839) states
that the Neville &mily were soon in conflict with their new customary tenants in these
Manors. They entered into articles of agreement with the tenants but refused to
perform the covenants. Courts of Chancery meeting in 1656 and 1661 confirmed the
covenants. We do not know these disputes concerned any tenants in Edges Green
but it is possible, as we know that in 1673 William Ridley had granted a lease at Edges
Green to John Lamb. (NRO: ZBL 290)

At some point between 1673 and 1680 the Blacketts of Matfen acquired Mgkrid
Manor from the Nevilles of Chevet. When William Blackett died in 1680 he left the
Manor to his son. Sir Edward Blackett. The Blacketts also acquired the Manors of
Henshaw, Ridley, Willimoteswick and Thorngraften, probably at the same time as
Melkridge.

The earliest documentary mention of Edges Green discovered so far dates to 1610 and
concerns a court case against members of the Armstrong family accused of reiving in
Edges Green. The following extract is from the court record:
1610
Aug 15 Indictment: Andrew Armstrong, alias Ingriss Andrew, f. of le will
yeare, Co. Cumberland; Edward Armstrong of Thirlway, yeoman; Andrew
Hendersone f. of Liddisdale, a Sco&dtiesgrengstole three cows worth 40s.,
each; and one ox worth 40s., from Hugh Redley oftdMster; Edward
Armstrong of 1e over hall entertained the aboveEgtes grendeforehand.
[NRO QSI/1, f107v (519)]

But this record only establishes the theft of cattle from the Edges Green area,
belonging to a Hugh Redley of Whitchester. This strongjgests that the cattle were
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being pastured there in the summer rather than held on farms permanently occupied.
The Armstrong family were one of the most aggressive of the reiver families and one
branch lived only a few kilometres from Edges Green at Hsteads (Woodside and
Crow, 1999).

7.4 18" Century Tynedale

Between 1670 and 1750, the population of the North East rose much more quickly
than in most other parts of the country, where cepnoduction was outstripping
demand and prices were falling. lhet North East corn prices were maintained and
demand was still strong because of the gradual move of population from the rural
villages to the industrial towns and mining areas. Activities such as coal mining and
ship-building required substantial investmg and these funds were obtained by
arranging mortgages from banks that had to be serviced by increasing the revenues
from the family estates, which meant creating more efficient farms. The result was
that North East England changed from a region devadthy centuries of warfare and
economic chaos to a model for industrial development and agricultural improvement.

More efficient farming meant higher rents could be charged. In contrast to the static
rents that remained common elsewhere in England, Nambuan rents increased
markedly during the 18th century. Increased rents forced the farmers in the region to
improve their methods of production. Landowners were adopting a more business
like attitude towards their tenants and became increasingly concewigdimproving

the fertility of the land. They often added clauses to leases to require the liming and
manuring of fields, along with other good farming practices. The enclosure of open
fields, commons and wasfand created larger, more viable farms amdproved
profitability for the farmer and the landowner alike. Enclosed land allowed more
livestock to be kept, resulting in better manuring of the fields which, in turn, increased
crop yields.

7.5  The Military Road

The construction of the Military Roadpw called for some of its length the B6318, is
cited as one of the most damaging single operations to Hadrian's Wall in recorded
history. Generalzeorge Wadd&egan construction of the road in 174i® the wake of

the recentJacobite Risingsn whichBonnie Prince Charliead evaded his forces in
Newcastleand had been able to attadRarlislein the west. In light of this, the road
was considered a matter of urgency, as Wade was anxioundege troops from
Newcastle toDumfriesshireand there was no route suitable for troop movements.
Much of the material from the wall (primarilynestoneandsandstoné was salvaged

and used for hardcore in its construction. The road was completed in 1757. It
increased access to the upland areas and may have resulted in the estabitsbime
new farms, although no record of this has been discovered for Edges Green. The road
was operated as a turnpike

The topography west of Sewingshields made it necessary for the road to diverge from
the wall, thus preserving what remains today. The rbajow is a plan of the intended
route near to Edges Green.

Fig. 15 The Military Road in West Tynedale
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The above map is one of four sections drawn and published by Armstrong in 1769, a
decade or so after the road was built.

The detail of this map (Fig.16 below), produced 14 years before the Enclosure Map of
Edges Green, concern roads and farms. Apart from the Military Way and Stanegate
the only other roads shown are those in the north of the area. The internal road or
trackways linking the farms are not shown, although there must have been
established routes from the principal Tyne settlements of Haltwhistle, Melkridge and
Henshaw crossing through gaps, such as Caw Gap to reach the higher farms and
common lands. The principalad to the north passing north of Burn Divot and thence
past Hopealone and east does not today appear as a road, although parts of it are
preserved as tracks or footpaths. The route that diverges past Scotch Coulthard,
crosses Slippy Stones in Edges Garahthence to Greenlee has also largely ceased.
The route past Scotch Coulthard was altered to travel further south than Slippy Stones
and today provides the chief souttorth route through Edges Green.

Fig. 16 Details of 1769 Military Road Map fod@es Green area
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7.6  The Enclosure of Edges Green, 1783

The enclosure of the Edges Green area took place towards the end oftleed®iry
between 1783 and 1787. The enclosure of Henshaw Common, immediately to the east
took placeat a similar time. The enclosure to the west, that includes a small part of
the study area that contains Cleughfoot farm was part of the enclosure of Walltown
Estate, for which no records have yet been located. The area to the south that includes
Cawfield Farm appears to have been enclosed as part of Haltwhistle Common
enclosure in 1793.

It has not proved possible to appreciate the background to these specific enclosures
as no documentation has been discovered. It seems likely that this was an Act based
upon the prior agreement of various landowners and tenants. Sir Edward Blackett was
the Lord of Melkridge Manor and one can assume had freehold title to most of the
land, which was mainly, if not wholly pasture. The nature of the land is primarily
governed by the topography, such that the higher land is rougher pasture and
moorland and the lower portion has grass fields suitable for cattle rearing and sheep
fattening. This is reflected in the field sizes of the Enclosures, which can be seen in the
map below(Fig. 17), where the higher fields are large and gradually reduce in size
proceeding south.
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Fig. 17 Enclosure Plan and Act for Edges Green and Outfell, 1783, 1787
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NRO: QRD 7/1/4

The Map above is dated to 1783 but the Act itself was not promuthatgil 1787.
This time lag was common as there was a process of negotiation after the original plan
was drawn up, with possible arbitration for difficult to resolve cases.

Further detail of the north and south sections assists in identifying specitierésa

that relate to activities such as quarrying as well as any relict boundaries (usually
curved or irregular) that relate to earlier farm boundaries or other activities. See Figs.
18 and 19 below.
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Fig. 18 Detail of North portion of Enclosure Map
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This map shows clearly the contrast between the old curved, relict boundaries of
existing tenants and the new, straight boundaries of proposed new enclosures. The
Edges Farm area, all to the south of the weast road and either side of ad from

the south has three properties marked and presumably under existing tenants rights
for John Tweddell, John Liddell and Thomas Patterson.

7/////6(7'51/ ,//O/l/'(’»«/',
i
NRO: QRD 7/1/4

The most intriguing area is that which lies at the junction between Edges Green and
Henshaw Roads. A largesigular area is enclosed in a rectangular field. The area today
appears to be the two fields that surround Wealside. It is likely that the irregular area

is an old farming Close linked to Wealside Farm. Blackett is awarded this area and so
presumably had atays retained control, although tenants farmed the area. Strangely,

the Enclosure Map does not name Wealside, although a farm building is shown.
Wealside had been a substantial sheep farm for some time. Hughes (1963) states that

AY mMcohm GKS & SHYRARZIRASAI YSNBE RSEAONROSR
farmer of a tenement called Wealside, of a close of meadow and (having) common
NAIKG 6FO00Saa G20 dzyaldAyiadSR 2y aSft 1 NAR3S

The road, running approximately norouth and called Henshaw Road thangi
what is called the Edges Green Road, which runs approximately west to east, is not
now the current route.

There are two quarries marked, which no are longer active. One of these lies due north
of Edges Green in land assigned to John Lowes and thedskes to the west of that

in a field assigned to John Liddell. The Limekiln, situated near the marked quarry is
not shown and therefore, may be attributed to the period following the enclosures
and can be seen marked on the OS First Edition of 1861

Fig.19 Detail of South portion of Enclosure Map
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The other information the map provides relate to the existing structures and other
roads or tracks in 1783. There are no buildings shown north of Edges Green, the same

as today. Edges Gredarm is clearly the most significant structures and has near to

it a number of irregular fields suggesting early farm activities. High Edges Green Farm
R2Sa y20 SEA&G 4 GKA& adl3Sed ! o6dzAf RAY 3
as buildings &Close Burns and Bridge End. Cleughfoot farm, as mentioned falls just
outside this enclosure area.

By the time of the Edges Green Enclosure Act (1783) it is clear that there were
permanently occupied farmsteads in the Edges Green area. The earliest elaeuyn
evidence for this is in the late T &entury when we find references to Wealside Farm

(Blackett papers cited by Hughes, 1963) and the tenancy at Edges Green granted in
1673 to John Lamb (NRO: ZBL 290).

Less precisely, we can infer some earlierupation of Edges Green from a close
examination of the field boundaries shown on the Enclosure Map of 1783. Here we
can note that there are a number of oddhaped boundaries rather than the
rectilinear boundaries of the Enclosure process. These indicate &nd field
boundaries that had been established prior to 1783. The areas include the Edges
Green Farm area, Wealside, as mentioned and further south the area of High Close
Burns and Closa-Burns. Cawburn Shield and Longsyke farms also appear to hiave rel
boundaries but they lie just outside the study area. Cleughfoot Farm lay just outside
the Edges Green Enclosure Map and so far no record has emerged of its enclosure

7.6.1 Enclosure Awards 1787

The 1787 Enclosure Awards gave land to several famdesvell as the existing
Manorial Lord, Sir Edward Blackett. The main names in Edges Green Award are as
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follows: John Lowes; John Tweddell; John Liddell; John Smith; Edward Lowes; Thomas

Patterson; and Heirs of Jasper Hall. Most, if not all of these |ighblaeld some
customary tenancies prior to the Act.

7.7 S5NRBOSNBRQ w2l Ra&
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Roads increased markedly in theM@&ntury, as demand increased in urban areas of
England. The jnary drovers roads through Northumberland tended to lie more to
the east of the County. One important route identified in the west of the County
involved traversing the Spadeadam wastes to Gilsland and thence over the South Tyne
to Alston. Roberts, Carlto and Rushworth in their bookDrove Roads of
Northumberland (201Gyentify a Drove Road route that crossed the Northumberland
border at Rotherhaugh and proceeded via Burn Divot to Whiteside farm and thence
to Haltwhistle. This route is shown below:

Fig205 NP OSNEQ w2l Ra ySI NI 9R3IS& DNBSy

— - —
o CUMERIA otheryhaugh -7 NORTHUMBERLAND
g ) ol ¢ Scoichcoutthars
L S —
\’ Bum Y 3
Divot ]

Whiteside ¢

S'ourcer: adapted f

rom Roberts, Carlton & Rushworth (2010)

This route essentially skirts the Edges Green area, using the road between Whiteside
and Haltwhistle. But a subsidiary route may have traversed Edges Grebe other

road to link to the Military Road and thence to Melkridge and Henshaw. The remains
of a Drovers Inn is still visible at Burn Divot.
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8.0 19" and early 28' Century Developments

8.1 Introduction

Although the 19 and 20" centuries brought masge change to Britain as a whole
there was little change to the basic settlement and landscape of Edges Green. The
essential land holdings remained the same as those set in the previous centuries,
although there was a degree of consolidation of farm uniifie roads and
infrastructure were modernised at various stages but the system remained the same.
New communication channels and modes of transport have undoubtedly impacted
on the practice of economic and social life but these have not resulted in any
significant physical change on the ground. Nevertheless they are recorded briefly
below where they are significant. Mapping improved dramatically in this period and
this provides one of the key resources for investigating any changes to field boundaries
and farm units. This record is presented below in a series of map extracts. Finally, this
chapter also notes the wider impact of modern industrial developments in the Edges
Green area.

8.2 1837 Survey Map of Melkridge and Henshaw Manors

Sir Edward Blackett camissioned a detailed survey of his properties in the Manors

of Henshaw and Melkridge, in 1837. The map was drawn to the scale of 8 chains to 1
inch (approximately 6 inches to the mile). It provides a snapshot of the land
boundaries and ownerships betweéme 1787 Enclosure Map and the 1866 Ordnance
Survey First Edition. It also clearly demarcates what it calls Ancient Boundaries and
allows a more detailed examination of these areas. The map is presented below in
different sections to show the detail and@l some commentary on any significant
elements. This examination starts in the north and proceeds to the south. One of the
features of these maps is the notice made of any mineral potential. Thus, there is
attention to coal, ironstone and freestone, whewes they appear.

8.2.1 The Northern section

This area, as shown below in Fig. 21, is the least changed of any part of Edges Green.
In appearance and general organisation it would be broadly recognised by huntsmen
in the 13" century or reivers in the T6century. The chief difference would be the

road that marches over the rough pasture from the north down in a saasterly
direction. But even in those distant periods there was probably some discernable
track. The road shown proceeding southwest towaidsll Shield is now a footpath.

The chief interest are the seven distinct coal pits shown on the north boundary, close
to what later became Robin Rock Drift Mine. These are no longer discernable and were

probably filled in. The River Pont Gallon Burrecrded as cutting through freestone
and plate.

Fig. 21 North Part of Melkridge Manor, 1837
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8.2.2 Edges Green Farm and Wealside Farm

Figures 22 and 23 below show the two northernmost farms in Edges Green. Their pre
enclosure boundaries, marked in blue, indicate some early customary tenancy that
probably dates back to the ¥Zentury. Interestingly, former medieval boundaries just

to the east of Edges Green found during our survey work, do not appear and seem to
have beerforgotten, suggesting, perhaps, an earlier medieval origin.

Fig. 23 shows the Limekiln to the north of Edges Green and the road to it. . This would
seem to be close to the quarry shown in the Enclosure Map of 1783.The road stops at
this point and its evetual extension north west to meet the road coming down from

the north has not yet been built. The river bed at this point is shown as cutting into
both freestone and ironstone. High Edges Green and Edges Green Farm are shown as
well as dwellings just soltof Edges Green Farm and Ventners Hall-gpedt as
Veterans Hall). However, a small building shown on the west side no longer exists.

Fig. 22 Detail of Edges Green Farm area, 1837
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Source: NRO ZBL 291/5

The detail below in Fig. 24 shows the bouneés at Wealside. Some of the relic
boundaries are still clearly visible today.

Fig. 23 Detail of Wealside Farm area, 1837

Source: NRO ZBL 291/5
8.2.3 Closea-Burns and the Southern Section

Fig. 24 Detail of Clos@-Burns Farm area, 1837
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Fig. 24 shows the southern portion of the study area with the GéeBarns area on

the west, Cawburn Shield Farm in the centre and Longsyke Farm in the east. Little has
changed since the Enclosure Map, 50 years earlier, apart from some dwmers
changes and the ending of the quarry that was just to the north of Cawburn Shield
Farm. The Caw Burn is shown as cutting through Limestone in the eastern area.

8.3  Tithe Map, 1842, Surveyed by T. Coulson

Tithe Maps were produced under th&ithe Commuition Act of 1837,which
established a procedure whereby ancient tithes could be converted from one tenth of
produce to money payments. This required the drawing of an accurate map (the
accuracy of which was certified by commissioners) showing all theidathe parish.
Each map was accompanied by a schedule listing each map item by number. This
showed the owners, occupiers and a description of the land in the parish including
individual fields- sometimes with field names. The Tithe Map for the Townskip o
Melkridge in the Parish of Haltwhistle was undertaken in 1842 and shows little
difference to the 1837 Map by Sopwith. It does not show Ancient boundaries but does
have clearer information on owners and tenants of specific parcels of land.

Edges Green Fa was owned at this time by Nicholas Maughan and his tenants were
William and Walter Armstrong. High Edges Green Farm was owned by John Bell and
tenanted by William Armstrong. CloseBurns Farm (including the portion at Edges
Green) was owned by Lord Bkett and tenanted by Thomas Robson. Wealside Farm,
also owned by Blackett was tenanted by Adam Little. Ventners Hall was owned by
George Kirk. The Quarries are denoted as public.

8.4  First Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1866

Ordnance Survey mapping can tob@ced back to the Jacobite and Napoleonic Wars.
However, the first County Map series stems for the 1841 Ordnance Survey Act. These
County maps were very detailed at 6 inches to the mile (1:10,560). Northumberland
was surveyed between 1855 and 1897. Theprmovering Edges Green dates to 1866
and shows thalevelopment of Edges Green in terms of farms, roads and basic field
pattern at that time.

Fig. 25 5SGFAf 2F GKS h{ c¢ (2 OGKS YAfS
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Source: NRO: Ordnance Survey, SheetlILXXB6

The North section above shows little change to the earlier detailed maps. There is an
indication of a single coal pit in the far north, within the study area. One new feature
is that the road north to the Limekiln proceeds beyond to meet the @cGboulthard
Resting Gap road. This is very similar to the modern road arrangement, except the
section to Resting Gap no longer exists. The wooded plantation to the east of the study
area, just south of Robin Rock, is also shown for the first time. This ime the first

new wooded area to r@ppear in this upland area since the Bronze Age. It was to
remain an isolated plantation for around 100 years until the planting of Wark and
other forested areas further north.

At this stage there is an absence ofyaiwal mining activity in this area.
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Source: NRO: Ordnance Survey, Sheet LXXXIIl 1866

The central section also shows little change from the earlier survey map. There is an
addtional limekiln situated south of Wealside, but this lies just outside the study area.

Fig. 27 5SGFAf 2F GKS h{ cé¢ (42 GKS YAfS omyc

Source: NRO: Ordnance Survey, Sheet LXXXIII 186
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Fig. 27 above provides the first detailb#able of Cleughfoot Farm, which has always
been excluded by virtue of the fact that it lies just outside Melkridge Manor and the
Edges Green Enclosure Act. It is not clear if there are some relic boundaries at
Cleughfoot Farm. The northern farm bound@yot the usual enclosure straight line
and this may indicate an ancient boundary.

A school is shown for the first time, just south of the study area, close to Sook Hill on
the road skirting north of Melkridge Common.

8.5 Second Edition OS Map 1898

Thea SO2yR SRAUGAZ2Y 2F GKS cé¢ G2 M YAES hNRY!
the last period of the 19 century. Their principal interest is that they capture any
industrial or other modern developments that occurred in the last half of thé 19
century.In the case of Edges Green a number of new features are apparent that are
connected to coal mining. Whilst no mining activity took place within the study area
Fig. 28 below shows that there had been coal workings between the first and second
editions of tke Ordnance Survey (18@898). All these areas are shown as disused
and relate to an old Coal Shaft west of Robin Rock, old workings and levels south of
Wallshield Crags. In a new development a series of coal pits are shown to the east of
the study area, @uth of the Robin Rock wood plantation.

Fig. 28 Edges Green, North 1898 O.S. Map extract

National Library of Scotland

The map of the southern portion of the Edges Green area does not show any
significant changes and no coal workings are indicated Stheol, shown earlier, has
gone and a Methodist Chapel has been built at Bridge End. Latecetiury maps

do not show any significant changes.

8.6  Changes to Local Government and Civil Parishes ihdrad 20" Centuries
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Local administration was ratdilly reorganised towards the end of the #&entury.

From the Tudor age onwards, local affairs, from justice to poor relief to road
maintenance were managed by a plethora of Local Boards, Parish Vestries and
Manorial and County Courts. The first majdeqe of reform legislation in 1888
created the County Council as an elected body responsible for delivering a number of
important local services and justice. This was followed in 1894 by a second Act that
created a second tier of elected authority, the drband Rural District Councils. Edges
Green came within Haltwhistle Rural District Council, which lasted until 1974 when
the reform Act of that year created Tynedale District Council. This continued until 2009
when the second tier authorities were abolighm Northumberland to create a single
unitary authority, Northumberland County Council.

The medieval parishes were finally reorganised by the 1894 Local Government Act.
Prior to this Edges Green had been part of Haltwhistle Parish. At this stage, gelkrid
Parish and its Parish Council was formed. Since then Edges Green has been largely
contained within Melkridge Parish, with a small part in the west in Haltwhistle Parish.
Fig. 29 below shows the extent of Melkridge Parish.

Fig. 29Melkridge Parish 1911
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8.7  Industrial and Modern Developments

8.7.1 Limekilns and Quarrying

There is no evidence for largeale stone quarrying in Edges Green. However, there is
evidence of several smadtale quarries scattered throughout the area, some of which
may hae origins in the earlier periods. The quarries shown on the 1783 Enclosure
Map, to the north and to the south of Edges Green do not appear as active by the time
of the Ordnance Survey maps from the second half of tHecEhtury. The Limekilns
marked noth of Edges Green and to the south of Wealside on th&dition of the
Ordnance Survey have disappeared by the end of tiecEatury.

8.7.2 Coal Mining

Coal Mining became important to the Haltwhistle area from th& @é8ntury onwards,
although thereare records of coal extraction going back further into th& g&ntury.

The primary area of coal mining was to the north of Haltwhistle along and near the
Haltwhistle Burn. By the 19Century there were significant coal mines at Plenmeller
Colliery, Sout Tyne Colliery and Blackett Colliery. By th& 2@ntury these pits
employed several hundred men. Blackett Mine ceased in the 1920s. South Tyne and
Plenmeller mines lasted until 1930, when over a thousand men were made
redundant. Further to the west therwas also a significant coal mine at Thirwall
Common, which operated from 1834 until 1926 and had its own mineral railway line
to link to the main Carlisidlewcastle line.

The 1837 survey map by Sopwith shows early coal pits on the very edge of theg surve
area in the north. These could not be seen on a walk over survey and have probably
0SSy FA{ESR Ay 6KSy fFGSNI O2Ff @g2N]JAy3Ta
been early 19 century exploratory pits. Coal Mining was conducted on the periphery

of the Edges Green area at the following pits and an exploration for a Drift Mine was
also conducted within the study area:

1 Wallshield Coll. 19021985 GR NY715 702
This appears to be the oldest coal mine within the area and also the smallest. It
employad only a handful of miners from the outset in 1902. It discontinued in 1935
and restarted during the war in 1940 with 21 miners. It closed in 1985. It remained in
private hands throughout.

1 Ventners Hall Coll. 1931@59 GR NY725 707
Ventners Hall Collrg, founded by the Ventners Hall Colliery Company was situated to
the east of the current road to Scotch Coulthard, just to the north of our study area.
Like most collieries it expanded during the war to meet demand. It employed close to
150 miners duringhe war and achieved peak employment in 1949 when 190 men
were employed. They were bused into the site from Haltwhistle. The mine was
nationalized in 1947 and eventually closed, still employing 167 men in 1959.

1 Robin Rock Drift 194051991 GR. NY729 708
This drift mine is situated to the west of the Scotch Coulthard road, also right on the
edge of the study area. It was also owned by the Ventners Hall Colliery Company and
opened in response to the war effort in 1940 employing 46. It was nationalisédih 1
and was closed in 1950 when employing 101 men.-tipened in 1975, employing
13 and finally closed in 1991 employing 6 people at the time. The complex of buildings
associated with this mine can be seen in Fig. 30 below.
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Fig. 30 Map showing Robin R& Drift Mine workings, 1954
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According taJohn Parker who was an engineer and worked in the local mines, the
Ventners Hall Colliery had been follogithe Thirlwall coal seam south when they
encountered a fault line near to the Pont Gallon Burn in 1956. He refers to the Hilda
Drift as an exploration drift and it seems safe to assume that it was undertaken by the
NCB as part of their effort to maintaifentners Hall Colliery. Photos below show some
key features of the Drift Mine.
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Further detail of employment and the Companies who operated the mines is provided
in Annex 3.

8.7.3 Ironstone Mining

Extensive ironstone mining took place just southtteé study area on Haltwhistle
Common for a brief period from 1856 until 1860. A small mineral line connected to
the main railway line.

8.7.4 Railway

Whilst the development of the Newcastle to Carlisle Railway in 1838 is not directly
relevant to Edges Greeit would have had a significant impact for the farming
communities there. The railway provided improved transport for farming inputs as
well as cattle and sheep to markets.

8.7.5 Roads

The road system that emerges at the end of thé"i&ntury (as show in the
Enclosure Map of 1783) bears a striking resemblance to the modern network. The
primary access from the Military Road (built between 1751 and 1758) through Caw
Gap to Edges Green is the same, as is the direction it then takes west towards
Whiteside However, the only way north beyond this point was a trackway to a quarry.
This has since become the main route north to Robin Rock and Scots Coulthard. In the
late 18" century that route went directly to the east of Edges Green via Wealside and
thence rorth.

Roads indicated on the &entury Enclosure Maps are all likely to have been unmade

tracks, virtually impossible in bad weather. They probably followed ancient trackways
that may have been used for millennia.
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The metalled roads and decent bridge#l not have been a feature until at least the
late 19" century when responsibility for road maintenance fell to the County Councils
under the 1888 Local Government Act. The earlier Highway Districts and Boards,
created in 1862, were usually inadequated lacked resources and commitment.

8.7.6 Forestry

One of the striking things when comparing the Ordnance Survey maps of Tynedale

from the beginning of the 20century to now is the transformation of the uplands
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and Kielder. These forests began to be established in the aftermath of the First World

War and then, more assiduously in the period from the 1940s. The road through the

Caw Gap past Edges Green to the Forestedsaof Wark and Kielder is used regularly

by logging companies to transport felled timber from the forests to primary users such

4 933SNXNa 2F | SEKIYZ 6K2Z Ay FLOGzT 26y f1
Edges Green does not itself have foseigte use of forest resources has a daily impact

on the area, in the same way that coal mining also had an impact via the use of the

roads.

8.8  Boundary Stones

There are a number of boundary stones situated to the far north of the study area just
below Beanks Hills (NY 714688). They may be Parish Boundary Stones as they seem to
mark the boundary between Melkridge and Haltwhistle Parish. There are about 12 of
these stones and they have been set in substantial plinths. Why they are located there
is unknown.  may have been a zone of uncertainty. Parish boundaries sought to
follow old boundaries or natural features. At this point the landscape is very wet and

is also where the Roman Aqueduct follows the contour, compounding the number of
small streams flowinthere. The stones are shown below in a series of photos.

Another set of stones look as if they have been wedged into cracks on one of the
ridges, Herding Crags (NY 727695). There is an outside possibility that they are result
of natural weathering bt these seems very unlikely as the photos illustrate. If they
are boundary stones it is difficult to ascertain a date. There is a possibility that they
might be of prehistoric origin.
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