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1 Summary 

Between April and October 2016 members of Tynedale North of the Wall Archaeology Group 
carried out a series of landscape surveys on Edges Green and Cleughfoot farms, north of 
Cawfields Gap, Northumberland, as part of their Ψ.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭΥ 9ŘƎŜǎ DǊŜŜƴΩ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ. This 
was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Northumberland National Park. 

The survey area contains two separate groupings of prehistoric features. Whilst both 
groupings exhibit some evidence of early clearance activity, they differ in the nature of their 
unenclosed settlement structures and field boundary remains. The prehistoric site on Edges 
Green Farm contains at least two stone-founded round houses and a series of boundary 
features sharing a common alignment. At Ventners Hall on Cleughfoot Farm there are two 
sites that each contain a pair of ring-ditches, the remains of timber-built round houses. 
Extensive cord rig on a variety of alignments encroaches on the round houses on both sites. 
Here there is only one probable clearance cairn and sparse remains of potentially prehistoric 
field boundaries. 

300m west of the Ventners Hall ring ditch sites, the survey recorded the first rock-art 
decorated boulder to be discovered in the area. The heavily cup-marked boulder lies close to 
a robbed-out, probable funerary, cairn. The broad date range of Late Neolithic/Early Bronze 
Age for such rock art would suggest that this represents the earliest direct evidence of human 
activity within the survey area. 

The previously surveyed Great Chesters, Aesica, Roman Aqueduct traverses the survey area. 
In the course of our Level 1 survey, anomalies in the recorded route were noticed and 
therefore detailed surveying was undertaken. Arising from this new work our report indicates 
possible revisions to the previously recorded route, identifies new visible features of the 
aqueduct structure, records where the aqueduct appears to terminate and argues that the 
aqueduct was probably not completed. 

There is some evidence of medieval activity within the survey area. The long-house farmstead 
at East Edges Green and areas of broad ridge-and-furrow close to Cleughfoot farmhouse 
provide the clearest indications. There is also a possible shieling structure close to the 
Ψ5ǳƴǎƭƻŜΩ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ /ƭŜǳƎƘŦƻƻǘ ŦŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜ. The extent of post-medieval ridge-
and-furrow ploughing may well have eliminated other evidence of medieval activity. It should 
also be noted that centuries of Reiver activity would have impacted upon the viability of 
settled agriculture in the survey area. 

A post-medieval field system defined by earthen banks surrounds the East Edges Green 
farmstead, which is itself overlain by post-medieval 4m wide ridge-and-furrow. Close 
examination demonstrates that the ridge-and-furrow within the earthen bank enclosures pre-
date the construction of the banks, suggesting variations in the balance of arable and pastoral 
activity during the post-medieval period. 

Documentary evidence indicates that the key farms that had emerged by the time of the 1783 
Enclosure Act have their origins in the 17th century. Farmhouses were rebuilt in the 19th 
century, probably overlaying earlier structures. 

Over a period of some four thousand years the balance of agricultural activity in the area has 
fluctuated between pastoral and arable farming, and between permanent and seasonal 
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settlement. Our report records the archaeological evidence and discusses what can be 
inferred about the phases of human activity throughout this period. 
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3 Introduction 

3.1 Background to the project 

¢ȅƴŜŘŀƭŜ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ DǊƻǳǇ όbh²¢!Dύ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ƛǘǎ Ψ.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭΥ 
9ŘƎŜǎ DǊŜŜƴΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмс ǿƛǘƘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƻǘǘŜǊȅ CǳƴŘ 
Ψ{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ Ψ{Ƴŀƭƭ 
DǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
exploration, recording and public dissemination of the archaeology of the selected study area 
north of Cawfields Gap (Figure 1). A larger area, extending north of Edges Green Farm was 
adopted as the basis for physical and historic background analysis. 

Support from the funding organisations has facilitated the provision to volunteers of 
professional training, supervision and technical support to enrich their engagement in the 
work of the project and to enhance the capabilities and skills of participants that can be 
carried forward to further archaeological investigations. 

 

 

Figure 1: Survey Area. Edges Green and Cleughfoot Farms. 

 

The archaeological parameters of the project were set out in the Project Description 
document compiled for NOWTAG by Oxford Archaeology North (OAN) in January 2016. 

The project encompassed a series of training workshops for volunteers, documentary and 
archival research by volunteers, two Level 1 (Ainsworth et al 2007) walkover landscape 
surveys on Edges Green and Cleughfoot farms, the compiling of a gazetteer of Level 1 Survey 
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findings and a review to establish priorities for the subsequent detailed measurement Level 
3 surveys (Ainsworth et al 2007). The training workshops and Level 1 surveys have been the 
subject of a previous report, Beyond the Wall: Edges Green Level 1 Walkover Survey Report, 
July 2016, which is available to download online at www.tynedalearchaeology.org.uk. The 
gazetteer of monuments found in the survey is given in the present report in Appendix 2. 

 

 

Figure 2: Volunteers discussing aerial photographic evidence at Training Workshop. 

 

Level 1 surveys were conducted April 23rd - 29th (Edges Green Farm) and May 16th - 22nd 
(Cleughfoot Farm). Level 3 surveys were conducted July 16th - 22nd (Edges Green Farm) and 
October 22nd ς 28th (Cleughfoot Farm). The UAV low altitude aerial photographic survey was 
carried out on Feb 19th 2017. The current report draws together the outcomes of these 
surveys. 

3.2 Research aims and objectives 

The primary aim of the project was to enable volunteers to carry out an analytical field survey 
of the study area and to provide professional support to enable participants to achieve this. 
A further aim has been to engage volunteers in various aspects of reporting upon and 
disseminating the results of the project. NOWTAG is an entirely voluntary group established 
in 2013. The project was designed to meet the training needs of all volunteers, ranging from 
complete newcomers to more experienced group members wishing to enhance their existing 
capabilities. To this end, groups of volunteers have taken responsibility for the delivery of 
specific elements of the project from initial project design, direction of survey activities, 
written and public talk presentations and the production of this Level 3 survey report. This 
has been possible only because of the enthusiasm of volunteers to develop their skills and the 

http://www.tynedalearchaeology.org.uk/
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readiness of supporting professional archaeologists to give generously of their experience and 
expertise. 

Opportunities for documentary and archival research have been taken up throughout the 
project period by a team of five volunteers. A summary of their findings relating directly to 
the archaeology of the survey area is included in the Historical Context section of this report. 
A more detailed account of their overall findings is published separately and will be available 
on the group website (see above). 

The objectives of the training workshop inputs were to engage and stimulate volunteers in 
aspects of local archaeology, and to provide initial orientation and training prior to survey 
fieldwork. We also provided a direct link between the classroom-based workshops and 
follow-up training in the field. The four classroom training workshops were followed by 
sessions where each trainer worked with volunteers in the field. 

 

 

Figure 3: Examining features during Geology fieldwalk. 

 

Participants were provided with opportunities to learn the techniques of archaeological field 
survey and recording that will equip them to carry out further work beyond the life of the 
current project. The emphasis was upon use of techniques and equipment accessible to 
community archaeology groups. For Level 1 surveys this included preparatory study of aerial 
photographs, Lidar images. HER and National Mapping Programme data were consulted prior 
to conducting systematic Level 1 walkovers. These involved using recording forms and hand-
held GPS equipment, as well as conducting basic measurements and photographic recording. 
Level 3 surveys included the use of theodolite and disto, dumpy level, tape and off-set 
measurements, producing plan scale drawings with hachuring, plus opportunities for use of 
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photogrammetric software. Volunteers also liaised with archaeologists from OAN regarding 
the acquiring and processing of data via use of total station and precision GPS equipment and 
UAV aerial photography. 

 

 

Figure 4: Volunteers training in use of theodolite and plan drawing. 

 

Volunteers have also had opportunities to engage in various aspects of disseminating the 
results of their work. Ten volunteers contributed directly to the production of the Level 1 
Walkover Survey Report (NOWTAG July 2016). Volunteers have contributed to on-line media 
via our website, Facebook page and Wordpress blog. Four volunteers have prepared and 
delivered public talks using Powerpoint presentations. This report is itself put together by 
NOWTAG volunteers with support from OAN. 
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4 Methodology 

4.1 Project design 

The selection of areas for Level 3 detailed survey were determined in discussion between 
NOWTAG and OAN following the completion of the Level 1 surveys by NOWTAG volunteers 
on Edges Green and Cleughfoot farms, and recorded in the Level 1 Walkover Survey Report 
(NOWTAG July 2016). The selected locations comprised areas of Edges Green farm as shown 
on maps A and B (Figure 6 and Figure 7), and an area around Ventners Hall on the eastern 
side of Cleughfoot farm as shown on map C (Figure 8) In addition a detailed survey was carried 
out on the recorded route of the Roman aqueduct across Edges Green and Cleughfoot farms, 
as shown on maps B and D (Figure 7 and Figure 9ύ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ5ǳƴǎƭƻŜΩ ƴƻǊǘƘ 
of Cleughfoot farmhouse, as shown on map D (Figure 9) The relative locations of these areas 
is shown in Figure 5 below. 

 

 

Fig 5: Location maps for Level 3 Survey areas.  
Farm boundaries are shown in green (Cleughfoot) and purple (Edges Green). 

Map data © Ordnance Survey 2017 
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Figure 6: Map A - Edges Green Prehistoric landscape. 

 

 

Figure 7: Map B - Edges Green pre-Enclosure farm and Aqueduct route. 
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Figure 8: Map C - Ventners Hall Prehistoric areas. 

 

 

Figure 9: Map D - Ψ5ǳƴǎƭƻŜΩ 9ƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ !ǉǳŜŘǳŎǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ƻƴ /ƭŜǳƎƘŦƻƻǘ CŀǊƳ. 
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The planning of survey activity sought to optimize the value of the budgeted volume of 
professional inputs and to provide experienced group members with the opportunity to take 
more responsibility. Professionally-led training for inexperienced volunteers was 
concentrated at the beginning of the first survey week, along with the completion of Total 
Station and precision GPS operations to record base stations for the whole survey area. 
Experienced meƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ bh²¢!D ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜƻŘƻƭƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƻΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƻŦŦǎŜǘΩ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ the remaining days. 

 

 

Figure 10: Using theodolite and disto to record plan drawings. 

 

Due to restrictions within the Spadeadam flight zone it was necessary to schedule a separate 
OAN input in February 2017 in order to undertake the UAV low altitude photography at the 
Ventners Hall sites. 

4.2 Detailed survey 

4.2.1 Survey overview 
A detailed topographical survey of each of the sites was undertaken to English Heritage Level 
3 (Ainsworth et al 2007), and included contours generated by LiDAR. 

Survey techniques were devised to be accessible to volunteers and allow for plotting in the 
field using equipment affordable by community groups. The opportunity was also taken to 
offer volunteers the chance to work with more expensive high-tech survey equipment and 
develop an understanding of the range of survey methods available and the contribution 
these make to the generation and recording of survey data. 

There is a broad range of survey options that can be used by volunteers with access to non-
expensive equipment, and the primary method used was theodolite with a disto mounted on 
top. This was supplemented by the use of tape and offset measurement at selected 
monuments. Survey was also undertaken by means of photogrammetry using high level 
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photography, with respect to survey control established by GPS / total station. A gazetteer 
and photographic record has been compiled by volunteers. 

4.2.2 Survey equipment 

¶ NOWTAG had access to a dumpy level. Volunteers used this to complete sections 
across selected monuments and to re-survey parts of the route of the Roman 
aqueduct. 

¶ Total Station Survey: A Leica 805 total station linked to a pen computer, which displays 
the survey results as they are generated, was used. This is important as it allows the 
volunteers to visualise the process and see the results being displayed.  

¶ Theodolite / Disto Survey: the use of a theodolite / disto was found to be very effective 
during the earlier surveys, and this equipment is owned by the group. The theodolite 
measures angles and the disto (Leica laser range-finder) measures the horizontal 
distances. The information is then drawn up in the field by volunteers using an 
accurate film based protractor and ruler. This allows the volunteers to be involved in 
all stages of the process, but requires the survey control to be generated by other 
means. 

¶ GPS Survey: Global Positioning System (GPS) can be utilised to record the general 
background topography. The survey grade GPS was a Leica 1200 differential system 
and uses Ordnance Survey base stations in conjunction with a roving station to correct 
the raw data with corrections transmitted by mobile phone. It is capable of an 
accuracy of +/- 0.03m and provides for a quick and effective means of recording the 
detail of the features. 

¶ Photogrammetric Recording: Selected sites and immediate environs were surveyed by 
means of low altitude aerial photography, which, using specialist photogrammetric 
software, has been used to create accurate three-dimensional models of the site and 
topographic surfaces. Survey control is introduced to the photographs by the 
placement of survey control targets across the site which are located by means of 
survey grade GPS or total station. The photogrammetric processing was undertaken 
using Agisoft software which provides detailed modelling based on up to 200 
overlapping photographs, creating a very detailed DTM (Digital Terrain Model) across 
the site. The photographs are then digitally draped over the model to create an 
accurate, three-dimensional model of the ground surface. The primary output, 
however, is a two-dimensional image which can be used to generate accurate plans 
or profiles. 

4.2.3 Survey control 
Survey control was achieved by means of a high accuracy survey type differential GPS (see 
Section 4.2.2) to ensure that the survey was correctly located onto the Ordnance Survey 
National Grid. 



Tynedale Archaeology Group: Edges Green Survey Report 2017 Page 18 of 100 

 

Fig 11: Drone photography at Ventners Hall. 

 

4.2.4 Survey method 
The detailed surveys by theodolite / total station recorded all structural and earthwork 
components, which were drawn by hachure survey. Survey points were marked on the ground 
using spray paint and the survey drawing was manually drawn up with respect to them. On 
completion of the survey the field drawings were digitised into a CAD system. The survey 
recorded all archaeological features, earthworks and elements. The survey aimed to identify, 
locate and record all built elements of the landscape. 

4.2.5 Gazetteer 
A descriptive record of all features όƛΦŜΦ ΨƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΩύ was compiled using a standard 
proforma, incorporating, where possible, a provisional interpretation of the function of the 
monument and its chronology. The digital gazetteer was collated and edited using an Excel 
spreadsheet which was subsequently pasted into a Microsoft Word table. The gazetteer 
output is compatible with the NNPA HER. The table was formatted and topped and tailed 
within Word to produce the gazetteer volume for the survey project. 

4.2.6 Photographic record 
A photographic archive was generated in the course of the field project, comprising landscape 
and detailed photography. Detailed photographs were taken of the archaeological features 
using a scale bar. All photography was recorded on photographic pro-forma sheets which 
show the subject, orientation and date. The photography was typically undertaken using a 
digital SLR camera with 12 megapixel resolution. 
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5 Environmental context 

5.1 Geology 

The upland landscape of the Edges Green area is dominated by a series of limestone and 
sandstone ridges running roughly west to east with sharp north-facing scarps or cuestas. To 
the south of the area, dominating the southern view is the highest scarp, known as the Whin 
Sill, ŀƭƻƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘΦ  

 

 

Fig. 12: Edges Green Solid Geology (detail), © British Geological Survey. 

 

Figure 12 provides a detailed illustration of the solid geology of the Edges Green area taken 
from the Bellingham map of the British Geological Survey. Sandstones are depicted in brown 
and limestones and mudstones in pale blues. The Whin Sill is just to the south and is off map. 

 

 

Figure 13: Pont Gallon Burn just north of Edges Green Farm. Photo by Andrew Curtis 
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5.2 Topography 

The general topographical character is that of fell lands, gradually rising from south to north. 
Vegetation is grass and moorland in character. There is one major river system which drains 
the land from a high point of 311m in the north east to a low exit at 193m in the south. The 
area is thus largely within the 200-300 metre OD height range. The water drains off the study 
area near to Cleughfoot farm, and then into the headwaters of the Haltwhistle Burn, which in 
turn drains into the South Tyne. The whole area is essentially south-facing, but some slopes 
and valleys have less favourable aspects. The landscape is broadly undulating and rounded 
with smaller hillocks in places. Incised into the landscape is the cleft valley of the Pont Gallon 
Burn, a small stream rising just to the north-east of the study area in the Robin Rock area (see 
photograph above). 

 

Figure 14: Drainage pattern of Edges Green. 
Source: Run-off Management Plan: Haltwhistle Burn Catchment Area (Starkey et al, 2014) 

 

5.3 Palaeoenvironmental context 

5.3.1 Palaeoenvironmental summary 
Two sites within 5 kilometres of the Edges Green area have been studied in terms of a 
palynology analysis. Each provides useful evidence for vegetation change in the area through 
ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǊŜŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ 
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5.3.2  Crag Lough studies 
Cores obtained by Petra Dark (2004) from the western edge of Crag Lough are the closest to 
our survey site. These indicate that until 2600 cal BC the area was predominantly wooded, 
with Alnus glutinosa (alder) and Betula (birch) growing around the lake, while Corylus avellana 
(hazel) and Quercus (oak) were present on what must have been better drained soils.  

Human intervention is suggested after 2600BC when a decline in Quercus and Corylus pollen 
is noted. From this time, spores from Pteropsida (ferns) increase and there is an increase in 
the micro-charcoal, evidence she feels of scrub clearance and subsequent woodland grazing, 
possibly on the land to the South (i.e. atop the Whin Sill ridge, as suggested by the 
ferromagnetic minerals washed into the lough with the spores). With the continued reduction 
in Quercus/Corylus spores, Hordeum-type (barley) and Poaceae (grass) pollen appear, 
indicative of developing human activity, using clearings for cereal cultivation as well as 
pasture. 

This activity appears to decline around 2000cal BC when the arboreal pollen recovers but the 
presence of Ilex (holly) and woodland herbs such as Mercurialis perennis (dogΩǎ mercury) 
suggests that the tree canopy remained light. By 1200cal BC however Hordeum-type (barley) 
pollen is consistently present and Avena-type (oat) pollens appear, suggesting a sustained and 
established arable economy in the Late-Bronze Age. Cereal cultivation stops temporarily from 
900cal BC to 600cal BC. Noting an accompanying increase in micro-charcoal deposition, Dark 
believes this indicates a shift towards pastoralism rather than indication of human absence. 
From 600cal BC Hordeum and Avena-type pollens are again noted, together with 
Chenopodiaceae (goosefoot), wǳƳŜȄ ŀŎŜǘƻǎŀ όǎƘŜŜǇΩǎ ǎƻǊǊŜƭύ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭƭǳƴŀ ǾǳƭƎŀǊƛǎ όƘŜŀǘƘŜǊύΥ 
indicative she feels of a mixed farming economy, with open grassland as well as cereal 
cultivation. 

Around 400cal BC she notes a sustained clearance of the Alnus glutinosa, while there is 
seemingly a reciprocal rise in Corylus avellana and Quercus. Dark suspects that the removal 
of the alder allowed more distant plants to be represented in the pollen-rain as opposed to 
significant re-forestation. The removal of the alder (together with increased rainfall) might 
also have contributed to increased mire formation, evidenced by the appearance of wetland 
herbs and marginal aquatics, such as Menyanthes trifoliata (bog-bean), Hydrocotyle vulgaris 
(marsh pennywort), Typha latifolia (bulrush) and Utricularia (bladderwort). Throughout the 
period 400-50cal BC the presence of charcoal and other charred material suggests that 
burning was part of the land-management strategy. 

By the Late-Iron Age (or perhaps with the coming of the Roman military), Secale cereale (rye) 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘΦ 5ŀǊƪΩǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ-dates from a layer above the rye pollen are a little earlier, 
ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƭƭŜƴ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƴŜŀǊ IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ 
Wall suggest that Secale came with the Roman military. That said, she does report a decrease 
in Poaceae at the same time, possibly suggestive of a switch in the use of former pasturelands 
being used to grow cereal to supply the wall builders. Betula pollen too subsides at this time 
perhaps as the wood is used as fuel or as part of land clearance. While Secale continues to be 
present throughout the Roman occupation, she suspects that low levels of charcoal through 
this period suggests a relative decrease in settlement density close to Crag Lough. She 
questions if this might be indicative of civilians being moved away from the frontier zone. She 
also notes some evidence for hazel coppicing ς sporadic peaks in Corylus avellana pollen ς 
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but these are over long cycles of 150 years, which would suggest an over-reading of the pollen 
record. 

Towards the Fifth Century AD and coinciding with the Roman withdrawal, Secale pollen 
disappears from the cores, while Poaceae and Plantago lanceolata (English plantain) once 
again increase, indicative of a partial return to pastoralism as the region de-militarised. Betula 
also starts to return at this time, indicating that land use might be rather less intensive in the 
early medieval period, although there is still Hordeum-type pollen present throughout the 
500 years to 1000AD. In the eleventh century AD Cannabis sativa (hemp) appears in the pollen 
sequence until about 1700. Secale and Avena-type pollens reappear in the thirteenth century 
and ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мтллΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛǘǘƭŜ LŎŜ !ƎŜΩ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ŀ 
move away from arable farming.  

5.3.3 Fell End Moss study 
Davies and Turner (1979) studied the pollen record and peat accumulation rates at Fell End 
aƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻƴȊŜ !ƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŘǳǊƛƴg the Bronze Age a 
small amount of forest was cleared, probably in association with increased pastoralism in the 
area. The peak of this activity is dated to 1738 BC and, using the average rate of peat 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ƛǘ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нлл ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŀŎƪǎ ǳǇ 5ŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 
activity can be detected in the Bronze Age in this kind of locality. 

Davies and Turner go on to note that from 1500 BC until AD 2 very little use was made of the 
land in the vicinity of the bog. But, from that date there is evidence of extensive tree clearance 
and the creation of pasture land and some arable. This situation is maintained until about AD 
620. They also noted putative evidence during this period ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ 
Wall in the very high values experienced in herbaceous pollen around AD 122 and 130. Davies 
and Turner were among the first to note that the end of Roman rule did not coincide with a 
return to forested areas, indicating a continuation of previous agricultural activity and 
therefore some stability. 

AD 1005 shows a significant rise in herbaceous pollen indicating increased cultivation, 
especially of rye and barley, along with more extensive pastoral farming. There is also 
evidence that hazel was being coppiced. This coincides with the Scandinavian immigration 
that may have led to populations moving east to avoid conflict and settling in the west Tyne 
Valley. However, this is a short-lived phase and the record shows that in the Norman and high 
Medieval period the area was less densely settled. The wetter climate also produced a faster 
rate of peat accumulation, culminating in the 14th century, and the area around may have 
been less attractive for farming than the lowlands. 

The final phase is dated to 1516 and shows increased forest clearance and increased land use 
with wheat, barley and rye being grown. 

5.4 Soils 

Edges Green possesses two main soils. In the upper ground, generally above 250 metres OD, 
the ground is slowly permeable and wet, producing acid soils with a peaty surface. The lower 
ground, between 200m and 250m OD is also slowly permeable, but seasonally wet, producing 
acid, loamy and clayey soils. 
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6 Historical Context 

6.1 Prehistoric context 

Evidence for Mesolithic presence in Tynedale is still very sparse. But, as Young (2002) points 
out, this may largely be due to a lack of thorough research. We do know that Mesolithic 
hunter-gatherers were moving through Tynedale. There is evidence for this in finds of 
Mesolithic microliths near Corbridge and some Mesolithic flint scatters in the Warden Hill 
area. North of Edges Green there is also evidence of Mesolithic activity at Kennel Hall Knowe, 
now submerged beneath the reservoir at Kielder. 

Our discovery of an earth-fast boulder with rock art within the survey area provides the first 
direct evidence for a Neolithic or early Bronze Age presence in the Edges Green area. This 
finding is consistent with other rock art sites that exist on the south facing slopes of the Tyne 
Valley, often between 200m and 300m OD. The standing stones, known as the ΨaŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
CƻŀƭΩ, are also attributed to the late Neolithic or early Bronze Age and are situated just over a 
kilometre south of the study area (photo below). 

Indirect evidence for Neolithic presence in the Edges Green study area derives from pollen 
records from core samples at Crag Lough (5 km east of Edges Green), pointing to activity 
between 3500 BC and 3000 BC. 

 

 

Figure 15: Mare and Foal Standing Stones 

 

Frodsham (2004) points out that the boundary between late Neolithic and early Bronze ages 
is blurred. Within the Northumberland National Park there are over 100 Bronze Age 
settlements, usually unenclosed roundhouses often with associated field systems and 
sometimes burial monuments. 

There are features in Edges Green that may relate to the late Bronze Age, or early Iron Age. 
The round houses, cairns, field boundaries and cord rig at Ventners Hall and on Edges Green 
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farm demonstrate that early farming communities were active in the study area, possibly as 
early as the 3rd millennium BC and as late as the era just preceding the Roman occupation. 

Dumayne (1992), Tipping (1997) and McCarthy (1995) all agree that the increase in agriculture 
ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ LǊƻƴ !ƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ the impact of 
Roman settlement. 

Gates (2004, 2005), from analysis of aerial photographs, has greatly added to an 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘŜ 
Iron age by identifying extensive areas of cord rig, some of which clearly pre-date Roman 
structures. There are significant areas of cord rig in the survey area, one of which has been 
cut through by the Roman aqueduct. 

6.2 Roman period context 

9ŘƎŜǎ DǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ frontier. Stanegate, a 
road connecting Carlisle and Corbridge, was built sometime in the AD 70s and ran just 2 
kilometres south of Edges Green. In this early phase, the nearest fort would have been at 
Vindolanda, about 5 kilometres east of Edges Green. For the next 25 years, until the Hadrian 
Wall complex was constructed, Stanegate represented the northern frontier of Britain. 
IŀŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ²ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōetween AD 120 and 130 (Birley 1977). Immediately to the 
north of the Wall (except where the terrain of the Whin Sill rendered it unnecessary), there 
was a deep ditch and to the south a broad, flat-bottomed ditch, with small ramparts on each 
berm. This latter feature is known as the vallum. Just to the south of the Wall a supply road 
(the Military Way) connected the forts. Stanegate and its associated forts continued to 
operate as a further element in this complex frontier system. This new arrangement led to a 
huge increase in a Roman presence in the vicinity of Edges Green with the Wall situated just 
1 kilometre to the south. Farming and other activity by local people in the Edges Green area 
would have been powerfully affected by the Roman presence. Excavations at Walltown 
vallum in 1980s revealed that cultivation had preceded the ditch construction and that in the 
2nd century AD the area was open country with only small amounts of alder and hazel scrub; 
there was cereal cultivation in the vicinity. This provides clues as to the likely picture north of 
the wall at Edges Green at this time. 

Great Chesters (Aesica), a small fort, was built in AD 128. Its granary was seemingly rebuilt in 
!5 ннрΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
The Great Chesters Aqueduct runs for almost 10 km towards the fort from Saughy Rigg 
washpool (NY74056879) in a circuitous route which crosses the survey area. The results of 
our survey with regard to the aqueduct are detailed in Section 7. 

6.3 Medieval context 

We have only a sketchy notion of how the Edges Green area was populated and administered 
in Early Medieval times. It is likely that most of the land in this area was subject to tribal 
custom and practice for the first 200 years of post-Roman history. As such the land would 
have probably been owned as tribal commons with hunting and grazing rights for most local 
inhabitants, living in small settlements close to the River Tyne. Transhumance may have been 
practiced in this period. The archaeological evidence for a possible medieval long house east 
of Edges Green may date to this period and so there may have been a continued farming 
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presence in this area from the Iron or even the Bronze Age. Other possible early medieval 
occupation may have been masked by later farmsteads of the 17th century. Storey (1973) 
suggests that the hill farms along the line of, and to the north of, the Wall, often represent 
continuation of post-Anglian settlement, with infilling of new farms when South Tynedale 
became overpopulated in the 15th century. Their names retain the nomenclature of Saxon 
and Scandinavian tongues. In this description he includes, Wallshield, Cleughfoot, Longsyke, 
and Cawburn Rigg farms. 

The location of Edges Green as a Border area meant that through much of the Medieval 
period it was subject to either Anglo-Scottish conflict or Border Reiver raiding. The most 
peaceful period of the medieval age locally, approximately 150 years, covered the latter half 
of the 12th century and most of the 13th century. It is possible that this phase allowed some 
permanent medieval farmsteads to operate in Edges Green, although there is no 
documentary evidence and the archaeological evidence is inconclusive. Generally, the role of 
upland areas like Edges Green during the medieval period was either for hunting by the elites 
or summer pastures for grazing, undertaken by farmers living in Melkridge Manor. 

6.4 Post-medieval context 

Farming practice in Edges Green following the settlement of the Anglo-Scottish disputes and 
the Reiver problem in the early part of the 17th century was driven by a desire to maximise 
revenues and incomes from land that had been largely unused for centuries. It is probable 
that at this stage customary tenancies were granted to tenant farmers willing to establish 
cattle and sheep farms in areas such as Edges Green. This enabled landowners like the 
Blackett family, as lords of Melkridge Manor, to establish rental income. From the records, 
farm units at Edges Green, Wealside, High Close A Burns, Close A Burns and Cleughfoot seem 
to have been established in the 17th century (or in some cases perhaps re-established after a 
long gap). In addition, on the edge of our study area, farms were established at Cawburn 
Shield and Longsyke. Nevertheless, the practice of summer pasturing carried on, as shown in 
the 1604 Survey of the Borders (Barker and Butlin 1973). 

The enclosure of the Edges Green area took place towards the end of the 18th century after 
the 1783 Act. The enclosure of Henshaw Common, immediately to the east took place at a 
similar time. The enclosure to the west, which includes a small part of the study area that 
contains Cleughfoot farm, was part of the enclosure of Walltown Estate, for which no records 
have yet been located. The area to the south that includes Cawfields Farm appears to have 
been enclosed as part of Haltwhistle Common enclosure in 1793. It seems likely that the Edges 
Green Enclosure Act was based upon the prior agreement of various landowners and tenants. 
Sir Edward Blackett, as the Lord of Melkridge Manor, had freehold title to most of the land, 
which was mainly if not wholly pasture. The nature of the land is primarily governed by the 
topography, such that the higher land is rougher pasture and moorland and the lower portion 
has grass fields suitable for cattle rearing and sheep fattening. This is reflected in the field 
sizes of the Enclosures, which can be seen in the map below, where the higher fields are large 
and gradually reduce in size proceeding south. 

This map shows clearly the contrast between the old curved, relict boundaries of existing 
tenants and the new, straight boundaries of proposed new enclosures. This is better 
illustrated in a survey map of 1837, sections of which are included below. 
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Figure 16: Edges Green Enclosure Map. Source: NRO: QRD 7/1/4 

 

The 1787 Enclosure Awards gave land to several families, as well as the existing Manorial Lord, 
Sir Edward Blackett. The main names in Edges Green Award are as follows: John Lowes; John 
Tweddell; John Liddell; John Smith; Edward Lowes; Thomas Patterson; and Heirs of Jasper 
Hall. Most, if not all, of these probably held some customary tenancies prior to the Act.  

The practice of using drovers roads to drive cattle from Scotland and Northumberland to areas 
further south gathered pace in the 18th century and had some impact on areas like Edges 
Green as the routes traversed surrounding hills to reach Haltwhistle and beyond. 

6.5 19th and early 20th century context 

Although the 19th and 20th centuries brought massive change to Britain as a whole there was 
little change to the basic settlement and landscape of Edges Green. The essential land 
holdings remained the same as those set in the previous centuries, although there was a 
degree of consolidation of farm units. The roads and infrastructure were modernised at 
various stages but the system remained the same. New communication channels and modes 
of transport have undoubtedly impacted on the practice of economic and social life but these 
have not resulted in any significant physical change on the ground. 

Sir Edward Blackett commissioned a detailed survey of his properties in the Manors of 
Henshaw and Melkridge in 1837. It provides a snapshot of the land boundaries and 
ownerships between the 1787 Enclosure Map and the 1866 Ordnance Survey First Edition. It 
also clearly demarcates what it calls Ancient Boundaries and allows a more detailed 
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examination of these areas. One of the features of these maps is the notice made of any 
mineral potential. Thus, there is attention to coal, ironstone and freestone, wherever they 
appear. An example of Edges Green is shown below: 

 

 

Fig 17Υ .ƭŀŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ муот ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŀǇ. Source: NRO ZBL 291/5 

 

The First Edition (1866) and Second Edition (1898) of the Ordnance Survey Maps covering 
Edges Green at a scale of 6 inches to 1 mile provide a relatively unchanged picture of 
settlement and farm boundaries from the 18th century Enclosure Act. Their principle interest 
is in charting efforts to extract minerals, such as coal and stone and establish limekilns. 

There is no evidence for serious quarrying in the Edges Green area. Small quarries shown on 
the 1783 Enclosure Map, to the north and to the south of Edges Green do not appear as active 
by the time of the Ordnance Survey maps from the second half of the 19th century. The 
limekiln marked north of Edges Green on the 1st Edition of the Ordnance Survey has 
disappeared by the end of the 19th century. 

Coal Mining was conducted on the periphery of the Edges Green area at the following pits 
and an exploration for a Drift Mine was also conducted within the study area: Wallshield 
Colliery 1902-1985, Ventners Hall Colliery 1937-1959, Robin Rock Drift 1940s-1991, and 
IƛƭŘŀΩǎ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ǊƛŦǘ aƛƴŜ ŎΦ мфруΦ During the Second World War and its aftermath several 
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hundred miners were bussed through Edges Green to work at the mines on its northern 
periphery. More recently, forestry has replaced mining as the principal non-farming activity 
on the study areaΩǎ periphery and logging waggons frequently travel through Edges Green. 
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7 Description of sites 

7.1 Site 1: Edges Green (prehistoric) 

7.1.1 Site summary 
The Edges Green prehistoric site lies north-east of the existing farmhouse at Edges Green. Its 
western edge is 250m north of the farmhouse, from where it extends in a strip 200m wide 
and 600m long, orientated to the east-north-east. This survey identifies hut circles, boundary 
banks, clearance cairns and enclosures: together forming a multi-period prehistoric 
landscape. 

 

 

Figure 18: Site 1 Aerial photograph. © Tim Gates 

 

There are two records for the site in the HER. Firstly, HER 24626 (NMR NY76NW228, 
Monument 1383832), is described as a post-medieval stock enclosure. Its location 
corresponds to EG011. Secondly, HER 23016 is described as an unenclosed prehistoric 
settlement and field system, probably with Iron and Bronze Age components. The location 
given is between two banks in the current survey, EG022, EG025. Two possible hut sites were 
identified from APs but could not be found on a follow-up field visit (no hut circles were 
identified in the current survey at the positions given). Both HER listings were based on aerial 
photography (AP) by Tim Gates and a brief site visit; the current survey is the first time the 
site has been fully investigated on the ground. 

The land slopes gently to the south; on the north side is the steep-sided valley of the Pont 
Gallon Burn, so the upper part of the site is a ridge; along part of this a modern road runs and 
forms the farm boundary. To the south of the site, the land is boggy and unusable for 
agriculture. 

The underlying bedrock is carboniferous limestone, overlain by superficial glacial till. There 
are numerous small quarries in the area, mostly along the upper part of the ridge. These are 
recorded separately in the gazetteer as Site 12. 

The site lies on land currently used for rough grazing. None of the area of the field system 
shows any sign of ploughing on APs or lidar images, and there are no enclosure-era stone 
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walls crossing it. This contrasts with the parallel sandstone ridge 250m to the south which has 
been extensively ploughed. The AP survey identified two small patches of cord-rig totalling 
no more than 600 sq m in all. This is a very small proportion of the total 120,000 sq m of the 
whole site and contrasts with the much larger areas of cord rig seen nearby, e.g. the area of 
10,000 sq m at NY715683 (1.4km to the south-west). 

 

Figure 19: Site 1 simplified plan 

 

7.1.2 Clearance cairns 
Eight clearance cairns were identified in site survey. Four of them were in the western part of 
the site, EG009, EG012, EG013, EG019. Two further cairns were located further east on the 
top of the ridge, EG101, EG120 and two in the lower part of the eastern half of the site, EG109, 
EG119. All cairns were small, between 2m and 5m diameter, with heights from 0.2m to 0.5m. 
The only larger cairn was crescent-shaped 5.2m x 3m, height 0.6m. The cairns seem typical 
clearance features and are not likely to be burial cairns. In view of the quarrying across the 
site, other clearance cairns may have been quarried away or hidden in quarrying debris 
making them unidentifiable. 

7.1.3 Field system 
The site is crossed by a series of boundary banks, EG008, EG014 EG023, EG025, EG027, EG108, 
EG110, EG111, EG112, EG116. These are generally earthen and very low, 0.1m, to 0.25m, in 
height. The width of the banks is generally between 1.0m and 1.5m, although some are 
broader, EG25, EG27. Stones from clearance may be present, and two of the banks are simply 
lines of stones, EG008, EG023. In the case of EG008, the stones form two parallel lines, 3.7m 
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apart. A further bank, EG005 was recorded on the survey but it may well be a modern 
drainage feature, possibly machine-cut, with a ditch on the uphill side. 

 

 

Figure 20: Site 1, monument EG014 

 

No complete fields are defined by the banks, but there is a regular arrangement in that many 
banks are approximately parallel to each other and run southwards (downslope), stopping 
before reaching the poorer quality, wet, low-lying land. There is no significant difference in 
height of ground, i.e. lynchetting, between the two sides of the banks. Another possible 
member of this group of parallel boundaries is a hollow way, which broadens downhill into a 
funnel defined by changes of slope. EG020. An irregular clearance cairn, EG118, has also been 
categorised in this group of boundaries since detailed survey shows that it is part of a north-
south bank not recorded on the initial survey, possibly also including structure EG117. In order 
going eastwards these parallel boundaries are EG008, EG021, EG027, EG025, EG118, EG116, 
EG111. 

The separation between these boundaries in order are: 40m, 90m, 40m, 45m, 50m, 155m, 
suggesting semi-regular field widths of 40m to 50m, with some boundaries missing. Assuming 
these circa 45m wide fields stretched for about 200m from top to bottom of the slope, their 
area would have been a little under a hectare (i.e. just over 2 acres). The north ends of the 
boundaries are in two or three cases obscured by quarries. If there were east-west banks 
closing the northern edges of the fields, they have been lost in the disturbance of quarrying 
and the modern road. None of the parallel boundaries appear to cross the ridge and descend 
its steep northern side, apart from the holloway, EG020, for which a northern continuation is 
seen on lidar images, beyond the Pont Gallon burn. 
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The south end of the parallel boundaries in some cases have some sign of the banks curving 
before reaching the wet ground: the side of the hollow way open out as a funnel and the 
eastern side curves round to join the south end of bank EG027. Similarly, the south end of 
bank EG025 curves westwards at its south end, become bank EG023 which runs along the 
margin of the wet ground. 

There is a second set of parallel banks, EG110, EG108, EG112, EG104 in order from the north-
east. They are spaced 20m to 30m apart and run north-east to south-west. They are situated 
east of north-south parallel banks EG116. These banks are stony and may relate more to 
clearance than land division. In particular, EG104 is very stony and could be later, related to 
quarrying. 

7.1.4 Enclosures 
There are several possible enclosures in the site that have various forms; none are typical for 
agricultural enclosures. 

On the north side of the modern road, and therefore lying outside the farm boundary, is a 
rectangular structure formed of indistinct, 0.2m high, earth banks with large stones, EG007. 
It is rectangular, 13m x 4.4m, aligned along the ridge. It may be a sheepfold, but its date and 
function are unclear. 

EG011 (HER 24626) is a disturbed irregular rectangular area 24m (north to south) x 21m. It is 
a platform, with earthen banks along some parts of all sides apart from the south. On its west 
side is a circular structure, EG010, 7.5m diameter (external), 3.1m (internal). Similarly, there 
is an irregular 7m diameter circular platform on its east side, EG011A, partly defined by a low 
bank. The original structure of EG011 has probably been altered, possibly in recent times as 
it lies next to a road and near quarries. Classification is difficult. Neither of the circular 
structures are typical of round houses. 

 

 

Figure 21: Site 1, monuments EG010 and EG011 

 

EG017 is an oval enclosure defined by a bank 19m (EW) x 16m (NS), but with an undefined 
southern sector. The south-east side of the enclosing bank includes a 6m x 4.5m sub-
rectangular platform. Although not typical in view of the missing sector, it may be an altered 
agricultural enclosure. 
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EG117 is a rectangular disturbed area 5m x 4m, containing several small mounds. It may be a 
quarrying feature, but could be a clearance feature or disturbed enclosure as, with EG118, it 
is on the alignment of one of the parallel boundary banks. 

EG118 is a rectilinear, almost square, structure. It is 5m x 4.5m, formed of 0.75m wide stony 
banks, 0.25m high. There are gaps in the banks at the north-east and south-west corners. Its 
form is atypical and its function unclear. 

EG006 is near the western edge of the site. It is a 6m diameter scoop in the south-facing 
hillside, scattered with large stones. It is not typical of a house platform and may be the 
remains of an agricultural structure such as a sheepfold. 

Two possible shieling structures were noted. Firstly, there is a rectangular, dwarf-wall 
structure, EG022, at the south-west end of a stony bank, EG023, but not aligned on the same 
orientation. The structure is 7m (east-west) x 3.5m and has a sunken floor but no internal 
structure or apparent doorways. It lies on the edge of the good agricultural land, beside wet 
ground. Secondly, at the north-east end of the same bank is a square dwarf-wall structure in 
the internal angle where the bank turns to the north, becoming bank EG025. It measures 4.2m 
on all sides, with a sunken floor. Attached to its north wall may be a second rather shorter 
cell; however, this is not clearly seen. Both structures could have been used as shielings, but 
may be small agricultural enclosures They are the only possible shieling structures found in 
the survey of Edges Green farm. 

 

 

Figure 22: Site 1, monument EG022 

7.1.5 Round houses 
There are two probable plus one possible round house locations. None of these have been 
previously described. All are in the western third of the site, where the density of clearance 
cairns is also higher than in the rest of the site, which contains mainly field-boundary banks. 
Both patches of cord rig are also in this part of the site. This suggests that the round houses 
preceded or were contemporary with the system of parallel fields covering the eastern part 
of the site. 

EG015 is slightly irregular circular platform, slightly scooped into the south-facing hill slope. 
There is a bank around it, external diameter 7m, internal 5.5m, clearest on the east side. There 
are no visible ditches. This monument, and the nearby EG016 which lies 24m to the north-
west, are probable round house sites. 
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Figure 23: Site 1, monument EG015 

EG016 is a circular earthen bank, external diameter 6m, around the edge of a platform. The 
bank is absent on the south (downhill) side. There are no ditches. Both EG015 and EG016 lie 
in the funnel at the south end of hollow way EG021, suggesting that it was not used for stock 
movement at the time the houses were occupied. 

EG020 is a semi-circular earthen bank with diameter 5.5m, width 0.9m, height 0.2m. If a 
round-house site, then the northern half has been lost. It is situated near the crest of the 
ridge, next to a small area of cord rig seen on APs. There is a rectangular area nearby, 22m x 
6.8m, over which the ground surface is sunken, EG018. This may be produced by modern turf-
stripping as there is level access from the nearby road and the quality of turf is good. 

7.2 Site 2: Ventners Hall North. Unenclosed settlement and field system 

7.2.1 Site characteristics 
Located immediately west of the road to Edges Green Farm and the present cottage at 
Ventners Hall, Site 2 features two adjacent ring ditches, CL101 and CL102, surrounded by 
areas of cord rig. The site was first identified by ¢ƛƳ DŀǘŜǎΩ aerial survey (Gates 2004). It has 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ wŜŎƻǊŘΣ I9w нолмр Ψ±ŜƴǘƴŜǊǎ Iŀƭƭ н ¦ƴŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ 
ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ Ŏurrently used for grazing. The underlying 
bedrock is carboniferous limestone, overlain by superficial glacial till.  

7.2.2 Ring ditches and banks 
CL101 was identified as a ring ditch consisting of a low circular bank with an internal ditch and 
an incomplete external ditch. The inner ditch has a diameter of 4.8m and is 0.8m wide. The 
inner ditch is thought to have contained either timber posts or a timber palisade. The bank 
has a diameter of 8m and is 0.1m high. The external ditch is 0.5m wide with a diameter of 
11m. The central area within the inner ditch is slightly raised. We were unable to confidently 
identify evidence of an entrance location.  

Some 10m north and down-slope of ring ditch CL101 is a low linear bank CL103, 0.1m high, 
running 21m roughly east-west then turning southwards upslope for 8m before terminating 
some 5m west of ring ditch CL101. 
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CL102, also identified as a ring ditch, consists of a low circular bank with an indistinct ditch. 
The bank has an outer diameter of 10.3m and a height of 0.1m. Abutting its western edge is 
an earthwork feature 5m x 4m up to 0.25m high with a 1m wide lower central area. 

7.2.3 Aerial photography and photogrammetry 
Previous aerial photography (Gates 2004) has shown extensive cord rig at this site. 

 

 

Fig 24: Ventners Hall North, Aerial Photograph. © Tim Gates 

 

The drone aerial photography that we undertook in February 2017 has further elucidated the 
distribution and alignments of this cord rig. As Figure 25 below indicates, the site is extensively 
covered by several areas of cord rig running on a variety of alignments and, at the south-east 
part of the site, includes two areas with different overlapping alignments. Cord rig runs close 
to both of the ring ditches and appears to overlay ring ditch CL102.  

Down-slope and to the north-east of the two ring ditches two areas of more recent quarrying 
cut into the low ridge. At the southern edge of the western quarry pit lies a 7m x 5m x 0.5m 
high truncated oval cairn CL108, previously recorded as part of HER 23015. This lies above the 
quarry and is therefore unlikely to represent a spoil heap. Careful examination of aerial 
photography suggests that the cord rig bends around the western side of the cairn and 
possibly overlays its eastern end.  
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Figure 25: Ventners Hall North, Terrain Model 
NB: CF101, CF102 and CF 106 are given in the gazetteer as CL102, CL102 and CL106 

 

7.3 Site 3: Ventners Hall South. Unenclosed settlement and field system 

7.3.1 Site characteristics 
Two adjacent ring ditches lie immediately west of the road to Edges Green some 200m south 
of Site 2 on the summit of a low ridge currently used for grazing. The site has previously been 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ I9w нолмп Ψ±ŜƴǘƴŜǊǎ Iŀƭƭ мΣ ¦ƴŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ settlemŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩΦ 

7.3.2 Ring ditches and cord rig 
CL001 is a circular ditch on a gentle SE facing slope. It is of 9.2m diameter N-S and 9.4m 
diameter E-W. Its ditch has a maximum depth of 0.2m. It has no internal features. The roughly 
E-W cord rig appears to overlie the SE quadrant. 

CL002 is a circular ditch of 9m diameter adjacent to the south of CL001. The ditch is 1.3m wide 
and has a maximum depth of 0.1m. There is no indication of an external bank. It appears to 
be completely overlain by the roughly E-W cord rig. 
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Figure 26: Ventners Hall South, Terrain Model 
NB: CF1, CF2, CF3 and CF7 are given in the gazetteer as CL001, CL002, CL003 and CL007. 

The cord rig, CF4 and CF5, is grouped in the gazetteer into CL004 
 

20 metres east of CL001 and CL002 lies a 21m length of 20cm high, 1.9m wide flat-topped 
bank, CL003. The bank is truncated by the present-day stone wall and metalled road and there 
are no further indications of it in the more improved field east of the road. The relationship 
between bank CL003 and the cord rig has been difficult to discern. Careful examination of the 
aerial photograph, as shown in Figure 27 below, gives a possible indication of cord rig 
encroaching on the bank. Although there are no signs of the cord rig completely overlying the 
bank an indication that the cord rig respected the bank could support an interpretation of 
CL003 pre-dating the cord rig. 
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Figure 27: Ventners Hall South, Aerial Photograph. © Tim Gates 

7.3.3 Clearance features 
Along the northern edge of a boggy area to the south of the pasture land occupied by ring 
ditches CL001 and CL002 and the areas of cord rig there is a low curving earthen bank, CL006. 
It extends for 50m, and is 1.5m wide with a height of 0.1m. Its western end is aligned EW and 
its eastern end is aligned NE-SW. The location and nature of this feature is indicative of it 
having served as a field boundary. 

Along the same edge of the current pasture land are two alignments of stones suggestive of 
linear clearance. CL008 linear alignment of stones is 30m long. Its stones average 
approximately 0.5m in diameter. CL009 lies further west. Its linear alignment of stones is also 
30m long and its stones average approximately 0.7m in diameter. 

Some 50m north of ring ditches CL001 and CL002 is the only cairn, CL007, identified in site 3. 
The oval cairn measures 6.8m x 3.8m x 0.25m high and is slightly concave on its eastern, down-
slope, side. 

7.4 Site 4: West of Ventners Hall. Cairns and Rock Art. 

Some 300m west from Site 2, Ventners Hall North, there are two cairns CL014 and CL016 
located 50m apart on a low ridge. CL014, 5m diameter x 0.5m high, has a central depression 
suggesting that it has been dug into. CL016 measures 6.3m x 5.8m x 0.3m high and is partially 
turf covered. 

Our impression that cairn CL014 might have had a funerary function is reinforced by the 
discovery about 30m further west, beyond the current stone wall, of a cup-marked stone, 
CL116. The low-lying stone 1.1m x 0.8m x 0.25m has twenty visible single cup marks, including 
six ƛƴ ŀ ΨŘƻƳƛƴƻΩ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŜŜǇƭȅ ǎƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ, less 
sloping, side there are six ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎǳǇ ƳŀǊƪǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘǿƻ ΨōŀǎƛƴǎΩ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƻǇ ŜŘƎŜΦ 


































































































