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Stack stand with pits Excavated 18 -22 Sept 2023 7)‘

Sewingshields, Northumberland )
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Fig 101 Rick built ¢ 1940 on a turf stead at the cutting grounds, possibly Pridacoombe Downs, Altarnun (SX 164773). The
stacked turves were cut with a turf iron and those holding down the rush thatch are skimmies (see also Fig 100).
Note how the quoins are carefully bound in with overlapping turves and the rick’s sides are sprung to protect it from

the elements. The stead has been reused as the ditch has not been freshly cut. Grazing animals were kept at bay by the
single strand barbed-wire fence. (From the archive of CK Croft Andrew, held at CCC HES)
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Figure 22. Excavated examples of =arly and high medieval ring ditches sumounding stacks and timber structures supporting stacks
{A, B — Chopdike Drove, Gosberton, Lincolnshire; G — Higham Femers, Morthamptonshire; O — Wharram Percy, M. York-
shire; E - Hamegats (Kent); F — Morth Elmham, Norfolk; G - Scholes Lodge Farm, W. Yorkshirs; H, | - Yarnton, Oxfordshie;
J - Raunds, Northamptonehine).
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